TOWN OF STRATHAM

Incorporated 1716
10 Bunker Hill Avenue - Stratham, NH 03885
Town Clerk/Tax Collector 603-772-4741
Select Board’s Office/ Administration/ Assessing 603-772-7391
Code Enforcement/Building Inspections/Planning 603-772-7391

Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes August 27, 2025, 7:00 p.m.

Members present. Brad Jones, Bob Keating, Allison Knab, Dan McAuliffe, Ryan Olsen, Chris
West

Members absent. Bruce Cote, Tim Copeland (alternate)

Non-members present: Vanessa Price, Director of Planning and Building; Mike Houghton, Select
Board Chair; Nate Merrill, Heritage Commission Chair

The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m.
Lane Property:

Mr. Houghton, Select Board Chair, and Nate Merrill, Heritage Commission Chair, presented the
potential donation of the so-called Lane Property in the Stratham Circle. Bill Lane, a descendent
of Samual Lane, is planning to buy the property and gift it to the town, along with a stewardship
endowment. Mr. Houghton noted that the process requires a meeting with the Conservation
Commission, Planning Board, and two public hearings by the Select Board.

Mr. Merrill discussed the history of Samuel Lane and the property. It was placed on the National
Register of Historic Places in 1983 and the town more recently worked toward a permanent
preservation easement on the property, which is now held by the New Hampshire Preservation
Alliance (secondarily by the town). The property includes the house, which was built in
approximately 1812, a 19" century barn, the corn house, and the cobbler shop. Mr. Lane has
supported a comprehensive analysis of the property, which has been shared with the town and
shows the need for improvements to the buildings but no major defects.

The buildings currently have tenants, which would provide a revenue stream to the town. These
would be added to the endowment for building maintenance. The Commission asked about the lost
tax revenue; it would be approximately $16,400 annually but this would easily be made up by
rents. The donation would also provide the town with greater access to the pond on the property,
which is used by the Fire Department. The Commission discussed options for public access to the
property and conditions that the Select Board might put on the deed. The Commission was
enthusiastic about the opportunity and the generosity of Mr. Lane. Mr. McAuliffe motioned, Mr.
Jones seconded a motion to write a letter to the Select Board expressing support for accepting the
donation. All voted in favor.

At 7:24 p.m. Mr. McAuliffe motioned, Ms. West seconded a motion to enter nonpublic session to
discuss consideration of the acquisition, sale or lease of real or personal property which, if
discussed in public, would likely benefit a party or parties whose interests are adverse to those of
the general community. All voted in favor.
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At 7:38 p.m. Mr. Keating motioned, Mr. McAuliffe seconded a motion to exit nonpublic session;
all voted in favor. Ms. Knab motioned, Mr. McAuliffe seconded a motion to seal the minutes
because it was determined that divulgence of this information likely would render a proposed
action ineffective. All voted in favor.

Minutes:

Mr. Jones motioned, Ms. West seconded a motion to approve the July 23, 2025 minutes as written.
The motion passed unanimously.

Town and Other Business:

e Ms. Price noted that the town is holding a Septic System Vulnerability Assessment Public
Outreach Event on September 18 at 6 pm. in person or via Microsoft Teams.

e There will be a sign unveiling event at Stevens Park on September 20" more details to
follow.

e Ms. Price shared a monitoring report for the Sanderson property; there were no significant
concerns reported.

Mr. Olson motioned, Mr. Keating seconded a motion to adjourn at 7:46 p.m. The motion passed
unanimously.

Respectfully submitted by Allison Knab
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