TOWN OF STRATHAM

INCORPORATED 1716

10 BUNKER HILL AVENUE ® STRATHAM NH 03885

VOICE (603) 772-7391  FAX (603) 775-0517

STRATHAM HERITAGE COMMISSION
MINUTES
October 8, 2024, at 7:00 pm
Stratham Municipal Center

Present: Mike Houghton, Jeff Hyland, Nathan Merrill, Lucy Cushman, Drew Bedard, Forrest
Barker.

Guests: David Moore

Absent: none

Chair Merrill called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm.

Secretary's Report: Ms. Cushman corrected the September minutes to say three bricks and one

monument engraving instead of just three bricks. Jeff Hyland makes a motion to approve the
minutes as amended, David Canada seconds and all were in favor.

Treasurer's Report: Forrest Barker said she spoke with David Moore who showed her where to
find the commission balances under the Select Board’s page on the town website.

Correspondence: To be worked into the meeting

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Planning Board: Mr. Canada reported that they talked about zoning and about a potential
heritage overlay district which would include Portsmouth Ave from River road to Greenland. It
would control demolition, provide gateway type design standards, siting and architectural
standards. The current Town Center and Route 33 Heritage District zoning has these types of
standards, but the Professional/Residential zone does not. Mark Connors has resigned from his
employment with the Town, and his next Planning Board meeting will be his last. Mr. Merrill
also recommends looking into the commercial uses currently allowed in the Town Center zoning,
suggesting that they might be too broad and worthy of reconsideration.

Select Board: Mr. Houghton reported no major news, outside of Mr. Connors’ departure, and
some other topics that will be discussed under our scheduled agenda items tonight.

Demolition Review Committee: Has not met.




Heritage District Advisory Committee and Open Space Plan Steering Committee: Have not met.
There have been no proposed projects in the Route 33 Heritage District. Mr. Merrill asked Mr.
Moore about the Open Space Committee’s status. Mr. Moore stated that it is on hiatus, pending
new leadership in the Land Use Department.

OLD BUSINESS

Brown/Gifford Farm: The historic register sign has arrived, and Mr. Merrill will meet with DPW
superintendent Tim Stevens to determine the best location to install it. Discussion ensued about
the house, the barn, or on a signpost. Mr. Merrill said it will be important to do some public
relations announcing about this important achievement. He suggested doing a photo-op when
the placard is installed, and providing a brief announcement for the Selectboard newsletter and
our Facebook group. Mr. Merrill will contact Commission members for the photo-op date, and
he invites all members who are available to participate.

Saltbox Farm: Site visit with Lisa Mausolf, Mr. Bedard, and Mr. Merrill is scheduled for 10/25 at
10 am. All others who are interested are welcome to attend for the tour and evaluation of the
historic house and barn.

Town marker project: Mr. Merrill reported that he contacted two staff members at the NH
Preservation Alliance, and they both recommended that we consider working with the
Preservation Company in Kensington for this project. Reagan Ruedig, principal of Preservation
Company, will be coming to Stratham to meet with any interested Commission members and
town staff to discuss our goals for this initiative so that she can develop a scope of work and
budget proposal for us. Mr. Hyland, Ms. Cushman, and Mr. Moore volunteered to join Mr.
Merrill for this meeting, date TBA.

State marker - Lane Homestead update: Mr. Merrill reached out to NH Division of Historical
Resources staff to get an update on the status of our state marker application for the Lane
Homestead. They are still another year out. Mr. Merrill asked: Does the Commission circumvent
the state and do the sign on their own? Also, what does the Commission recommend for signage
for the Scammon Farm National Historic District on River Road? He referred to the Sewah sign
company website that he’d shared prior to the meeting. This is the firm that manufactures many
state and municipal historic markers, including New Hampshire’s ubiquitous green-and-white
roadside markers. Discussion ensued. The Commission agrees to keep waiting for DHR for the
Lane Homestead sign, so it will be paid for and maintained by the state, and listed on their
website. Mr. Hyland mentioned all the pedestrians on River Road and that a sign for the Historic
District would be nice. Mr. Hyland will get quotes from Sewah, as well as another sign maker in
Rhode Island that he has worked with in the past, for the Scammon Farm Historic District.

Veterans Memorial Garden: No updates

Cemeteries: Ms. Cushman reported that the Stratham Cemetery Trustees rejoined the New
Hampshire Cemetery Association. Ms. Cushman reported that some towns are attempting to
acquire ownership of abandoned cemeteries on private land. Nobody advocated for doing this in
Stratham.



Historic house placards: Mr. Merrill distributed the first six signs. Mr. Canada and Mr. Bedard
will get them installed, and then we will take some photos and finish the letter to property
owners and begin publicity for this effort.

Historic/scenic streets: Mr. Moore wrote a memo on how to adopt scenic streets. There need to
be 10 property owners per road to sign a petition, and then the proposal(s) would need to pass
with majority vote at Town Meeting. The scenic designation would provide some protection for
large street trees and historic stonewalls, which would be applicable to utility companies,
highway departments, and private property owners. Mr. Merrill said he will forward Mr.
Moore’s memo to the rest of the members. He feels that the greater focus for this year should be
on the signs and historic markers, but he'll keep this item on the agenda for next month for
further discussion.

Historic resources mapping project: Mr. Moore reported that the Rockingham Planning
Commission is willing and able to assist the town in creating a visual and interactive map of
Stratham’s historic resources, like the project Amherst completed a few years ago with the
Nashua Regional Planning Commission. Mr. Moore provided RPC’s proposed timeline and
budget for the services to be performed. Mr. Houghton made a motion to spend $800 out of the
operating budget and $950 from the Heritage Preservation Fund for the down payment to RPC of
$1,750. Mr. Hyland seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.

Gifford barn and house repairs: Mr. Moore said the Select Board has identified enough money
and voted to proceed with the standing seam metal roof on the barn. A contract has been signed
with JB Roofing to do the work. Drew Bedard of Hall and Parlor Restoration is also contracted
to work on repairs at the barn. Mr. Moore reported that he will be adding repair work on the
house to Mr. Bedard’s contract. The Commission discussed further about where to put the state
register sign because it will blend in with the board and batten siding on the barn. The sign might
need a backer board or be mounted on a separate post.

SHS building repairs: Mr. Bedard reported that the front steps are scheduled to be started this
week.

89-91 Portsmouth Ave development: Postponed to our November meeting at the property
owner’s request.

23 River Road NHD house renovations: Joel Paul will give a tour to any interested Heritage
Commission members. Mr. Merrill will coordinate a date and alert members.

Scammon Farm NHD: Discussed previously with the State sign.

Wingate code enforcement: Mr. Merrill reported that the cedar clapboards are installed and
painted. Mr. Moore and Mr. Connors will be meeting with the contractor and Will Dinsmore,
building inspector. Mr. Bedard will join them, and bring the molding that he salvaged from the
dumpster.

Zoning amendments: Discussed previously in the Planning Board report.

February program: Local American art appraiser Monica Reuss as agreed to help develop and
present the February program with Mr. Merrill. He also plans to reach out to the Currier




Museum of Art to see if they want to promote it as well. They have a watercolor of Newfields by
Childe Hassam that was painted from Stuart Farm in 1906. Dates for the event are set for
February 7, 2025 at 7:00 pm, with a snow date of February 21st. Mr. Merrill will reserve the
Morgera Room at the firehouse.

NEW BUSINESS

Stratham Historical Society events: The Stratham Historical Society asked the Heritage
Commission to help promote their fall antiques appraisal day, to be held on October 24 from
1:00-3:00 pm, at the Fire Station. Mr. Merrill also noted their upcoming program on the Pearson
family, specifically the Pearson brothers who served in the Civil War, to be held on November
11, also at the Fire Station at 7:00 pm. The Commission agreed to co-promote the events on
Facebook.

Dave Canada made a motion to adjourn at 8:36 pm. Mike Houghton seconded, and all were in
favor.

Respectfully submitted,
Forrest Barker, secretary



