
 
 

STRATHAM HERITAGE COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

April 9, 2024, at 7:00 pm 
Stratham Municipal Center 

 
Present: David Canada, Forrest Barker, Lucy Cushman, Nathan Merrill, and Drew Bedard 
 
Absent: Mike Houghton and Jeff Hyland 
 
Lucy Cushman and Drew Bedard served as voting members. 
 
Chair Merrill called the meeting to order at 7:03 pm. 
 
Secretary’s Report: Lucy Cushman made a motion to approve the minutes and Dave Canada 
seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Operating budget: $5,700 (nothing spent), Heritage Fund: $7,345.47, 
Heritage Preservation Fund: $266,811.87 
 
Correspondence: None 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Planning Board: Mr. Canada said there was nothing to report. 
 
Select Board: No report. 
 
Demolition Review Committee: Has not met. 
 
Heritage District Advisory Committee and Open Space Plan Steering Committee: Has not met. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Brown/Gifford project: Mr. Merrill reported that Lisa Mausolf needed a couple more weeks to 
finish the inventory. Mr. Merrill said there was an original Brown family blanket and family 
pictures at the Stratham Historical Society, and he will send scans of them to Ms. Mausolf.  Mr. 
Bedard thinks the mid-18th century rear ell of the house could be an old tavern that was 



repurposed for residential use, because of its floorplan, framing, and architectural features.  Mr. 
Merrill suggested that it could be the old Bradstreet Wiggin tavern, moved from today’s 218 
Portsmouth Ave. to the Jack Rabbit Lane location.  Bradstreet Wiggin was Mark Wiggin’s 
grandfather, and Mark was the first owner to reside at the Jack Rabbit Lane property.  The land 
at 218 Portsmouth Ave and at the Brown/Gifford property was originally owned by Bradstreet 
Wiggin. 
 
Town Marker Project: Nothing to report. 
 
Veterans Memorial Garden: Mr. Merrill reported that the lights were fixed on the monuments. 
Ms. Cushman will check on the brick and monument engraving progress for this year’s 
Memorial Day ceremonies.  
 
Cemeteries: Ms. Cushman reported that Mr. Merrill found a map of the private cemeteries at the 
Historical Society. Mr. Merrill said the map includes latitude and longitude measurements for 
each site, but not GPS coordinates.  
 
Ms. Cushman has been looking into town records to see if money designated for Town 
maintenance of the Scammon family cemetery on River Road from Richard M. Scammon’s will 
was ever recorded. Ms. Cushman needs to prove that money was received by the town by either 
finding the deed or record of the financial transaction, in order to prove that the cemetery is now 
the Town’s responsibility. 
 
Mr. Merrill lamented the condition of Harmony Hill Cemetery. He mentioned that the town of 
Weare voted at their Town Meeting last month to expend $30,000 for cemetery gravestone 
repairs.  Ms. Cushman said that the Cemetery Trustees are currently studying the situation at 
Harmony Hill, and that Exeter Monument Works is going to come take a look and provide an 
estimate for repair and restoration of broken and missing headstones. Mr. Merrill thinks that 
Stratham voters would support a capital request to fund cleaning and repairs for our Town 
cemetery’s oldest tombstones.  
 
Historic House Placards: Mr. Merrill ordered the first batch of 6 signs for demonstration 
purposes prior to roll-out of the program town-wide.  Two signs were ordered for Stuart Farm 
(Simon Wiggin House and Abednego Robinson House), and 1 each for Edie Barker (Aaron 
Jewett House), Lucy Cushman (Daniel Wiggin House), Drew Bedard (John Luey House) and 
Dave Canada (Stockbridge House). The money will be taken out of the operating budget and 
replenished by the Heritage Preservation Fund as money comes in from homeowners and the 
Historical Society.  Mr. Merrill reported that Brad Sawler’s new sign for the Stratham Hill 
School was recently installed as part of his redevelopment of the property. 
 
Historic/scenic streets and Historic resources mapping project: Nothing to report. 
 
79-D barn easements: Mr. Merrill reported that the Saltonstalls (61 Stratham Heights Road) 
renewed their easement for another ten year term. Cindy Jones at 18 Winnicutt Rd expressed 
interest in enrolling, but as of yet has not turned in the paperwork.  Mr. Bedard will reach out to 
the new owners of the Emery barn (16 Emery Lane). 



 
New Hampshire Preservation Alliance Old House and Barn Expo: Mr. Bedard was at the expo, 
he said attendance was excellent and the various programs were well received.  Mr. Merrill noted 
that several of the presentations were recorded and are available on YouTube and via the NHPA 
website. 
 
2025 Heritage Commission Public Program Planning: Mr. Merrill proposed two concepts for 
next year’s Public Program.  One idea is to do a presentation on the Brown/Gifford property as 
part of our historic register nomination process.  The other idea is to do a talk about renowned 
American Impressionist painter Childe Hassam, who spent summers in the early 20th century at 
Stuart Farm when it was owned by Charles and Marie Whitcomb of Boston.  Hassam completed 
numerous works of art in Stratham, most of them at the farm, and Mr. Merrill has compiled the 
images and has also taken contemporary photos of some of the same locations today.  Discussion 
ensued.  Several members expressed enthusiasm for the Hassam concept, which would be 
different than our past programs, and might draw in new audiences. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Officer Elections: Mr. Canada nominated Ms. Barker to serve as treasurer and secretary for the 
coming year, and for Mr. Merrill as chair. Ms. Cushman seconded, and the motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
Ms. Cushman made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:18 pm. Mr. Canada seconded, and the 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Forrest Barker, Secretary 


