TOWN OF STRATHAM

INCORPORATED 1716

10 BUNKER HILL AVENUE ® STRATHAM NH 03885

VOICE (603) 772-7391  FAX (603) 775-0517

STRATHAM HERITAGE COMMISSION
MINUTES
May 14, 2024, at 7:00 pm
Stratham Municipal Center

Present: David Canada, Forrest Barker, Lucy Cushman, Nate Merrill, Drew Bedard, Jeff Hyland,
Mike Houghton (arrived after 7:30)

Lucy Cushman was made a voting member as Mike Houghton was late.
Chair Merrill called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

Secretary’s Report: Lucy Cushman made a motion to accept the minutes and Dave Canada
seconded. The motion passed unanimously.

Treasurer’s Report: Forrest Barker had nothing to report. Mr. Merrill handed Ms. Barker a copy
of the invoice for 6 historic house signs. The six signs plus shipping were $1,320. Members who
ordered signs for their homes should submit checks for $70.00 each to the Town of Stratham,
with “historic house sign” on the memo line. Mr. Merrill noted that the Stratham Historical
Society will also be contributing $75 per sign.

Correspondence: Mr. Metrill received a letter and three items from Independent Archaeological
Consulting LLC. When power line maintenance was done on the Smyk property three small
pieces of brick, faunal, and ceramic were found. They were found to be of no significance and
the Heritage commission agreed to dispose of them.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Planning Board: Mr. Canada said the Planning Board is close to approving a six-lot subdivision
at 189 Bunker Hill Avenue, the former Lanzillo property. Ms. Cushman inquired about the
existing house. Mr. Canada said the developer plans to raze it, but the demo application has not
yet been received to trigger a meeting of the Demolition Review Committee.

Select Board: Later in the meeting after his arrival, Mr. Houghton reported that the Select Board
is taking the Zoning Board of Adjustment to court after their recent decision to deny a rehearing
of their approval of a change of use from “Special Commercial” to single-family residential for
the large parcel of land off Stony Brook Lane. Several members of the Heritage Commission
voiced support for the Select Board’s position that the ZBA decision effectively rezoned all the
undeveloped land in the Special Commercial district, despite voters’ Town Meeting approval of



the Special Commercial zone many years ago. It was also noted that only a small portion of the
town’s land is designated for commercial use, whereas most of the town zoning map allows
single-family residential development by right, and a concerted effort has been made to prevent
commercial sprawl in Stratham to help protect our natural and historical resources.

Demolition Review Committee: Has not met.

Heritage District Advisory Committee and Open Space Plan Steering Committee: Has not met.

OLD BUSINESS

Brown/Gifford property: Mr. Merrill reported that Lisa Mausolf sent him a preliminary draft
inventory report. Because the windows were replaced with vinyl units, and some of the
woodwork around the front door is missing, the house will not be eligible for the National
Register, but is still a strong candidate for listing on the State Register. Mr. Merrill has provided
some editorial feedback on the draft document to Ms. Mausolf, and he requested Mr. Bedard to
also please review the text and provide any corrections or comments for completion of the final
version.

Mr. Merrill reported that Drew Goddard put a tarp over the damaged portion of the barn roof and
is in the process of preparing at-cost quotes to replace the 17-year-old roof in its entirety. The
insurance company will pay for half of the replacement. Mr. Goddard will provide the Select
Board with a quote on asphalt shingles, and per Mr. Merrill’s recommendation, a quote on a
metal roof. Mr. Merrill informed the Commission that Mr. Goddard’s quote will include cost of
material and raw labor, with no mark-ups. Mr. Merrill also reported that he contacted staff at
NH Division of Historical Resources to confirm that replacing the roof with metal sheets will not
prevent the listing of the property on the State Register of Historic Places. Mr. Merrill noted that
a metal roof will likely cost more up front, but it will significantly outlast asphalt shingles. Mr.
Houghton said there was consensus on the metal roof option from the Select Board.

Town Marker Project: Nothing to report.

Veterans Memorial Garden: Ms. Cushman met with Exeter Monument, who said the town’s
order of two bricks and one monument etching will be completed by Memorial day.

Cemeteries: Ms. Cushman said that Exeter Monument no longer does tombstone restoration. She
called a service in Salisbury MA, but has not heard back yet. Mr. Merrill suggested reaching out
to Newmarket, because he’s noticed they’ve done a lot of gravestone restoration work recently.
Ms. Cusham said she will also talk to the Brentwood Cemetery Superintendent. Mr. Canada
recommended Andy Birse, the former owner of Stratham Stone. Mr. Merrill also suggested
contacting the NH Old Graveyard Association.

Historic House Placards: Mr. Merrill relayed that David Moore said the town has a machine that
will fold and stuff envelopes when the Heritage Commission is ready to send off applications to

the owners of houses built before 1900. Mr. Merrill will get a property list together and will wait
for the first batch of signs to come in so a photo can be included in the mailer.

Historic/scenic streets and historic resources mapping project: Waiting to hear from Mark
Connors for next steps. The goal is to prepare for a Town Meeting vote in March 2025.




NEW BUSINESS

Gallant farm: Drew Goddard of Copley Properties called Mr. Merrill to say he has the property
under agreement, and that he is looking for advice on restoring or relocating the large 19%-
century barn. Mr. Goddard also assured Mr. Merrill that he will be restoring the large 19'"-
century Greek Revival house as part of the development project. Mr. Merrill connected Mr.
Goddard with Mr. Bedard, and the three of them met at the barn for a thorough evaluation of the
structure and various options for its future. Mr. Merrill suggested converting the barn to
residential use, but Mr. Goddard appears more interested in either restoring the building as a barn
for storage, or in disassembling the structure for relocation to another site, preferably within
Stratham. Mr. Bedard is working on budget numbers for Mr. Goddard to consider. The
Commission agreed that it would be preferable to keep the barn in the context of the property,
but relocating it to another historic agricultural property in town would be the preferred
alternative if it means saving the barn from outright demolition.

Brandy Rock: Peter Wiggin was inspecting the Cpt. Thomas Wiggin burial ground and noticed
the rock that delineates the boundary between Stratham and Greenland at Sandy Point has been
moved by frost heaving and soil erosion. Mr. Merrill contacted David Moore, who is researching
the steps necessary to properly re-set the large stone.

Harriet & Sadie Jewell: Mr. Merrill explained that Harriet and Sadie Jewell were two sisters who
left a trust fund in the 1960s for improvements at Stratham Hill Park. Peter Wiggin recalls that
former Highway Agent George Brown used some of it to build the carriage road to the top of the
hill, and an old Town Report indicates that some of the money was used for playing field
improvements. Currently there is a plaque for the sisters on a flagpole in the Veterans Memorial
Garden. Mr. Merrill suggested it could be moved (or a new historical marker created) at a new
location that would be more visible, such as at the base of the carriage road. Mr. Houghton
agreed that since the plaque is getting cleaned up anyway it makes sense to move it. Ms.
Cushman also agreed that it made more sense to have a plaque located physically closer to
something they contributed to. Mr. Merrill said it's ultimately a Select Board decision and asked
Mr. Houghton to bring it up at future meeting. He added that a new sign for the Jewell sisters
could be incorporated in the Commission’s historical marker initiative instead of moving the
original plaque, which is small and mounted directly on the flagpole.

Demo Review Ordinance: Mr. Canada raised the issue of strengthening our Demolition Review
Ordinance, to make it more like the language in the Route 33 Heritage District zoning. Mr.
Merrill asked if members would support looking into this with the Planning Department staff and
Planning Board. All present indicated affirmatively. Mr. Canada said he would bring it up at the
next Planning Board meeting.

A new Commission photo was taken for the town website.

Mr. Canada made a motion to adjourn at 8:13 pm. Mr. Hyland seconded, and the motion passed
unanimously.

Respectfully Submitted,
Forrest Barker, Secretary



