
 
 
 

STRATHAM HERITAGE COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

January 14, 2025, at 7:00 pm 
Stratham Municipal Center 

 
Present: Nate Merrill, Lucy Cushman, Drew Bedard, Jeff Hyland, Mike Houghton, Forrest 
Barker 
 
Absent: David Canada 
 
Chair Merrill called the meeting to order at 7:12 pm. 
 
Mr. Bedard was made a voting member in Mr. Canada’s absence. 
 
Secretary's Report:  Mr. Hyland made a motion to approve the minutes, Mr. Merrill seconded. 
All were in favor. 
 
Treasurer's Report: Ms. Barker has not yet received final year-end numbers for 2024 from the 
finance office; however, Mr. Merrill confirmed that the Heritage Commission used the remainder 
of its operating budget to pay Lisa Mausolf. A modest overage was covered by surplus funds in 
the Town Administrator’s budget.  
 
Correspondence:  none 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Planning Board: Mr. Houghton relayed that car dealerships were discussed at the last meeting. 
The McFarland Group plans to use the entirety of the former Gil’s Jeep property for Hyundai and 
Kia dealerships. An access road from Market Street to the back of the dealerships is proposed, 
aligning with the Gateway District’s plans. Despite the town’s dislike of proliferating car 
dealerships, there is no legal way to prevent them, as long as the development plans meet our 
zoning and site plan requirements. A traffic light may be installed at Frying Pan Lane. Mr. 
Houghton feels that the proposal to redevelop the Scamman Home & Garden property as a car 
dealership will face more hurdles, due to the extensive wetlands on that parcel of land. 

The Gallant property site plan for residential development was formally submitted to the 
Planning Board.  It may become a cluster development, but significant wetlands will require 
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discussions about density and lot size.  The developer intends to preserve the historic 19th 
century home and barn on-site. 

Select Board: Mr. Houghton informed the Heritage Commission that the Budget Advisory 
Committee held multiple meetings. It’s a challenging year due to the elimination of Exeter 
Hospital’s ALS, leading to Stratham investing in more skilled emergency response staff. 
Progress has been slow in filling two key staff vacancies. The Select Board had a promising 
conversation with a potential planner recently, and the building inspector position remains open 
as well. 
 
Demolition Review Committee: Has not met. 
 
Heritage District Advisory Committee: Has not met. 
 
Open Space Plan Steering Committee: Has not met. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Saltbox Farm: Mr. Merrill informed the Commission that the property was determined eligible 
for the State Register of Historic Places. Lisa Mausolf is in the process of responding to a couple 
of requests for additional information and documentation from the State. The Heritage 
Commission will work with property owner Peter Goodrich on completing the next steps for 
listing the property and installing a sign.  
 
Town marker project:  Nothing to report, will be discussed at our next meeting. 
 
Veterans Memorial Garden: Ms. Cushman has received one new application for a brick.  The 
holiday wreaths have been removed from the monuments. 
 
Historic house placards: Mr. Merrill reported that there have been 42 applications so far, 
including the first six that have already been installed. This is about one third of the total eligible 
buildings, which is a great response to date.  Mr. Merrill and Mr. Bedard have been very busy 
conducting site visits and deed research to verify estimated construction dates and names to put 
on the signs before we order them. 
 
Historic resources mapping project: Mr. Merrill handed out two printouts that were reviewed. 
One map provides an overview of historic properties, civic buildings, and cemeteries marked by 
icons and colors, with filters by year. The second map will have tabs for houses, cemeteries, and 
other categories. This project still has a lot of work ahead, including attaching photos and more 
information to each map, but Mr. Merrill is very pleased with Rockingham Planning 
Commission staff’s rapid progress to date. He asked for input from members, and will relay it to 
Mike Packer, the GIS specialist working on the project at RPC.  Mr. Merrill will also invite Mr. 
Packer to attend our February or March meeting to do a demo for the full Commission, so that 
we can provide more specific feedback. 
 
Gifford barn and house repairs:  Mr. Bedard reported that repairs on the barn are nearly 
complete. The windows are restored, and the project is ready for the next phase, including 



painting. Mr. Merrill asked if Mr. Bedard had finalized the contract extension for completion of 
repairs on the house.  Mr. Bedard said he had not yet heard from David Moore about it. 
 
89-91 Portsmouth Ave development: Mr. Merrill met with Drew Goddard after his visit to our 
meeting last month, to review new renderings that took into account our requested design 
changes. Mr. Merrill said that the new drawings accurately captured everything we requested.  
Sidelight transoms will remain on the front door of the house. Mr. Goddard again promised to 
return to the Commission when he takes up more work on the landscaping design. 
 
February program: Mr. Merrill said that the program is fully assembled. His co-presenter, 
Monica Reuss finished her portion of the slideshow, and everything is loaded on Mr. Hyland’s 
laptop.  Exeter Public Access TV will record the program, which will be posted on YouTube. 
 
OTH easement annual monitoring: Tabled until next month due to Mr. Canada’s absence. 
 
Barker burial site: Mr. Houghton said the Select Board decided to spend $1,000 to bury the 
remains in Stratham.  
 
Wiggin burial ground annual report: Mr. Merrill emailed to all Commission members Dori 
Wiggin’s annual report of activity of the Wiggin Burial Ground Preservation Association. Ms. 
Wiggin wrote that the trail is in the best shape it has ever been, and she included photos of a 
beautifully maintained trail. Ms. Wiggin also noted that the Association gave three tours to 
descendants from all over the country and Canada. Mr. Merrill emphasized to the newer 
members of the Commission the significance of the Wiggin burial ground site to the town’s 
heritage, which is the reason for our annual communication with the Wiggin family association 
that is responsible for stewardship of the site. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
NHPA zoom PCC binder rewrite: Mr. Merrill informed the Commission that the New Hampshire 
Preservation Alliance is having a zoom meeting to gather statewide input for updating their 
Preserving Community Character binder, which was first published over 20 years ago and 
remains a valuable resource for Heritage Commissions across the state. The Preservation 
Alliance wants to update the publication, including the addition of local success stories such as 
Stratham’s implementation of a Neighborhood Heritage District. 
 
Ms. Barker made a motion to adjourn at 8:06 pm, Mr. Bedard seconded, and all were in favor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Forrest Barker, secretary 
 


