
 

 

 

STRATHAM HERITAGE COMMISSION MINUTES 

February 10, 2026 at 7:00 pm 

Stratham Municipal Center 

 

Present: Nathan Merrill, Jeff Hyland, Mike Houghton, Dave Canada  

 

Absent: Forrest Barker, Lucy Cushman 

 

Guest: Kimberly Williams 

 

Mr. Merrill called the meeting to order at 7:05 pm. 

 

REGULAR BUSINESS 

 

Secretary’s Report: Mr. Hyland made a motion to accept the minutes from the January 13, 2026 

meeting as presented, Mr. Houghton seconded and the motion passed.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: None 

 

Correspondence: None 

 

Veterans Memorial Garden: No update 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Planning Board: Zoning amendments for 2026 are wrapped up. 170 Portsmouth Ave. is the only 

current active application. Mr. Canada requested for Mr. Merrill to connect with the applicant 

regarding a preservation easement on the existing historic home.  

 

Select Board: Mr. Houghton reported that the budget process is wrapped up, the town portion of 

the budget will increase 3.5% if approved by voters next month. 

 

Demolition Review Committee: has not met. 

 

Heritage District Advisory Committee: has not met. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 
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Town marker project – Scammon Farm mock-up and SHP topics: Mr. Hyland distributed a 

revised Scammon Farm mock-up, which integrated previous feedback on the original three 

designs.  He noted that he wants to work more on adjusting how the text is displayed.  Members 

liked the new version, and provided some additional feedback for further refinement.  Additional 

discussion ensued on a potential display for the Town Landing at the end of River Road.  Topics 

that could be included would be the history of the landing, recreational uses of the river 

(including ice fishing and the Squamscott Scullers), the dredging of the oxbow bypass, and the 

Sinclair house.  Mr. Merrill redistributed his memo outlining potential topics and visuals for the 

Stratham Hill Park interpretive panels. 

 

Scammon Farm NHD – sign quotes: Mr. Merrill shared his draft text for the proposed aluminum 

roadside marker:  

RICHARD SCAMMON FARM 

NATIONAL HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Eight generations of Scammons 

lived on this farm for 300 years 

from 1665 until 1967. 

 

He explained that he felt it was appropriate to keep the text brief since we will also be installing 

the interpretive panel with more in-depth content.  This would also allow us to save money by 

purchasing a smaller roadside marker.  Mr. Houghton motioned to purchase a 24”x30” aluminum 

sign as quoted at $2,505 by Sewah Studios, with white lettering on blue background, with the 

Stratham seal.  The payment is to be drawn from the Commission’s Heritage Fund.  Mr. Hyland 

seconded the motion, and all voted in favor. 

 

Historic house placards: Mr. Merrill reported that he personally signed new letters to property 

owners, and Karen Richard mailed them out along with the application forms.  To date, three 

new applications have been received.  Mr. Merrill also reported that the last six signs from 

2025’s orders have arrived from the vendor.  Mr. Hyland and Mr. Canada reported that all the 

previous signs have been installed, except Mr. Hyland is waiting for the snow to melt to install 

the house and barn signs at the Jones property.  They agreed to help install the six that just 

arrived as well. 

 

Historic resources mapping project: Mr. Merrill and Ms. Barker are waiting for the snow to melt 

before tackling the GIS locations.  Mr. Merrill has been focused on the public program, so he has 

not provided any more information or photos to Mike Packer yet. 

 

217 Portsmouth Ave. – inventory and easement: Mr. Merrill reported that NHDHR has issued its 

determination that the Samuel Lane, Jr. house is indeed eligible for the State Register of Historic 

Places.  Mr. Merrill will notify Copley Properties, the new owner of the property. 

  

80 Winnicutt Rd. – inventory and easement: Ms. Mausolf is wrapping up the inventory. It should 

be ready in time to be submitted for NHDHR’s February meeting. 

 

Stratham Hill Park inventory proposals: Tim Roache is planning to put together a collaborative 

focus group after Town Meeting.  Mr. Merrill is going to attend the next SHP Association 

meeting.  Mr. Houghton reported that the Select Board has placed a $250,000 stand-alone article 

on the Town Meeting warrant to fund repairs on the fire tower. 

 



 

Neglected properties: Mr. Houghton reported that the Select Board discussed this topic as we 

discussed last month, and is supportive of moving forward with contacting property owners.  

 

Lane Homestead: A tour date for the Select Board and Heritage Commission was set, but had to 

be postponed.  Mr. Merrill will provide updates via email.  

 

Membership: Mr. Merrill introduced Kim Williams, who is observing us tonight and has applied 

to the Select Board to become a new member in one of our vacant alternate seats. 

 

Public program: Mr. Merrill is working on his PowerPoint slides and promotional material for 

sharing on social media, email, etc.  The Morgera Room has been reserved for April 10th.  He 

will also reach out to Exeter public access TV to request recording services.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

None. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mr. Canada moved to adjourn at 8:15 pm, Mr. Houghton seconded and all were in favor.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

  

Nathan Merrill, chair 

 


