TOWN OF STRATHAM

INCORPORATED 1716

10 BUNKER HiLL AVENUE ® STRATHAM NH 03885

VOICE (603) 772-7391 » FAX (603) 775-0517

STRATHAM HERITAGE COMMISSION MINUTES
March 10, 2026 at 7:00 pm
Stratham Municipal Center

Present: David Canada, Nate Merrill, Kim Williams, Forrest Barker
Absent: Jeff Hyland, Mike Houghton, Lucy Cushman

Mr. Merrill called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. He asked Ms. Williams to be a voting
member tonight, in Jeff Hyland’s absence.

REGULAR BUSINESS

Secretary's Report: Mr. Canada made a motion to approve the minutes from the February 10,
2026 meeting as presented. Mr. Merrill seconded and the motion passed.

Treasurer's Report: None

Correspondence: None

Veterans Memorial Garden: No Updates

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Planning Board: Mr. Canada said there was nothing to report that was relevant to the Heritage
Commission.

Select Board: No Updates

Demolition Review Committee: Has not met

Heritage District Advisory Committee: Has not met

OLD BUSINESS

Town marker project: Mr. Merrill reported that there was a price increase of $60 on January 1%,
making the new cost $2,565. One issue is that the sign company needs a vector file for the town
seal. Mr. Merrill will investigate that with town staff. If we can’t provide a vector file, the sign
price will be higher ($2,815) if the vendor needs to convert the town seal image. Mr. Canada




made a motion to increase our previous motion up to but not exceeding $2,815. Ms. Williams
seconded and the motion passed.

Historic house placards: Six new applications have come in so far this calendar year. Mr. Merrill
will ask Finance to send out an invoice to the Stratham Historical Society for their portion ($70
each) of the signs purchased in 2025.

Historic resources mapping project: Mr. Merrill and Ms. Barker are still waiting for the snow to
melt.

217 Portsmouth Ave. — inventory & easement: Mr. Merrill explained that Copley Properties
purchased the property from Shamus Quirk, and Drew Goddard asked for informal feedback on a
revised site plan and architectural rendering, both of which he intends to bring to the Planning
Board for consideration. The site plan removes the two houses closest to Portsmouth Avenue,
and places them at the lower end of the site behind the hammer head. The architectural
rendering depicts a cape-style home, which Mr. Merrill explained is smaller than the homes that
Mr. Quirk had proposed earlier. Mr. Merrill pointed out that we are only providing advisory
input and have no statutory authority to approve any of the proposed changes. Mr. Canada
suggested that there be five unique house styles to avoid the cookie-cutter look. Mr. Canada
made a motion for feedback to the developer that the Commission supports the revised concept,
but technical details are lacking and we recommend five distinct house styles. Ms. Barker
seconded the motion, which passed.

80 Winnicutt Rd. — inventory & easement: Mr. Merrill and Lisa Mausolf received word from the
state that the property has been determined eligible for listing on the State Register of Historic
Places, and is likely eligible for the national register. However, they are concerned about
successfully getting National Register status due to the upcoming loss of the farmland, which
destroys the historical setting and context of the property. Division of Historical Resources staff
said that it would help if the developer tried to mitigate loss of the land by including public trails,
and interpretive markers that show historical photos of what the land looked like before
subdivision. Mr. Merrill brought these ideas up to the developer, and he liked the idea and
indicated that he would pay for interpretive signage. In the meantime, the Heritage Commission
and developer can move forward on the state registry listing now, and potentially work on the
national register later. Mr. Merrill will work with Ms. Price on the preservation easements for
this property and the former goat farm property.

Stratham Hill Park inventory proposals: No Updates

Neglected properties: Mr. Merrill said there has been some work behind the scenes, but nothing
new to report.

Lane Homestead: There is a site visit scheduled for March 11th at 10:00 AM for town staff,
Select Board members and Heritage Commission members to view the property and begin to
prioritize needed repairs.

Public program: Mr. Merrill is still working on the slides for the history of Stuart Farm
presentation, and thinks it will be a longer program than usual. He is targeting an hour program,
with 15 minutes for Q&A after the slideshow. The program will be held on April 10" at 7:00 pm
at the firehouse.




NEW BUSINESS

Mr. Merrill reminded everyone that the N.H. Preservation Alliance’s biennial Old House and
Barn Expo is this weekend, and our training & workshops budget will cover travel and entry
ticket costs for anyone who wants to attend.

Mr. Merrill and Ms. Barker thanked Mr. Canada for his many years of dedicated service on the
Heritage Commission. His presence and wise counsel will be sorely missed.

ADJOURNMENT

At 7:44 pm, Mr. Canada made a motion to adjourn. Mrs. Williams seconded and the motion
passed.

Respectfully Submitted,

Forrest Barker, Secretary



