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1. Name of Property

historic name biggin Memorial Library

other names/site number. N/A

2. Location
Portsmouth Avenue (NH Rte 101) at 

street & number Stratham Road (SE corner)_________ N/A

city or town Stratham N/A
□ not for publication 

__ □ vicinity

New Hampshire code NH_ county Rockingham code 01^ zip code 03885

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this I nomination 
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
H meets □ does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
G nationally G statewide I locally. (G See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

G. UaaIW-^
iture of certifyieg official/Title

October 28, 1993
Signature of certifying official/Title 

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Date

State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property G meets G does not meet the National Register criteria. (G See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereb^ertify that the property is:

M entered in the National Register.
G See continuation sheet. 

G determined eligible for the 
National Register 

G See continuation sheet.
G determined not eligible for the 

National Register.
G removed from the National 

Register.
G other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper

V ' f t

in tJiiB Date of Action
ItioQAl
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Wiggin Memorial Library 
Name of Property

Rockingham County, NH 
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

□ private 
public-local

□ public-state
□ public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

@ building(s)
□ district
□ site
□ structure
□ object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing
1

Noncontributing

1

. buildings 

. sites 

. structures 

objects 

. Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the Nationai Register

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) 

EDUCATION/llbrary

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION AMD CULTURE/museum 
SOCIAL/clubhouse

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS 

OTHER

Materiais
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE_______

walls STONE________

roof. SLATE

Other. N/A

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

l*t<
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Wiggin Memorial Library 
Rockingham County, NH

Description

The George A. and Emma B. Wiggin Library is a public library building that was given to 
the town of Stratham, New Hampshire, under the terms of the will of a local 
philanthropist. The building was designed by a prominent Boston architect and has 
remained virtually unaltered since its completion in 1912.

The Wiggin Public Library stands on a low knoll at the intersection of Portsmouth Avenue 
(N.H. Route 101) and Winnicut Road. The lot is landscaped with Norway and silver 
maples and pin oaks, with a single larch tree and a variety of shrubs and perennials 
arranged as foundation plantings around the perimeter of the structure. Behind the building 
is the Stratham Volunteer Fire Department’s fire station.

The library is a rectangular building of one story, with two gables in both the front and 
rear slopes of its gable roof and a projecting front portico that faces northwest and 
provides access to the single room on the main floor. The walls of the building rise from 
a foundation of mortared fieldstone and are constructed of split-faced random rubble with 
split granite trim. The rubble of the walls is selected stone, mostly granite of varying 
textures and colors, and including a high proportion of native Exeter granodiorite. 
Intermixed with these granites are a few conglomerates and other sedimentary stones, and a 
proportion of metamorphic stones of varying colors and textures, providing a highly 
variegated surface to the walls. The trim of the building, including the stone of the 
portico, the water table, the window lintels and sills, is Vinalhaven granite of a slightly 
pink hue. The granite of the projecting portico and its stereobate is hammered, while the 
other granite trim is split-faced. The roof has wooden eaves trim, and is covered with 
blue-gray slates which have closed valleys at the intersections of the main roof with the 
gables.
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Wiggin Memorial Library 
Rockingham County, NH

Description (continued)

The library is a highly symmetrical structure. The front (northwest elevation) of the 
building is dominated by the projecting central portico, which has four monolithic granite 
columns and a granite architrave in an extremely simplified Greek Doric order. This 
portico rises from a five-step granite stereobate. Behind the portico is a recessed porch 
that provides a sheltered entrance to the library room. The walls of this recess are paneled 
with wooden paneling that is characterized by flat panels bordered by flat Grecian ogee 
mouldings. In the center of the porch is a pine door with a large plate glass panel in its 
upper portion and a single wooden panel below. On each side of the door is a one-over- 
one set of window sashes, set within the stiles and rails of the surrounding paneling. The 
ceiling of the portico and recessed porch is covered with beaded sheathing or ceiling board.

The facade is articulated by projecting pavilions that flank the portico and are roofed by 
triangular gables. Beneath each gable, in the center of each pavilion, is a three-part 
window set beneath a low, segmental arch with voussoirs of the same variegated rubble 
stone that is used elsewhere on the walls. Below each of these windows, and below all 
others in the building, is a lug sill of the same Vinalhaven granite that is used for exterior 
trim throughout. Each window has a one-over-one set of sashes (as does every other 
window in the building), and the three windows are separated by paneled wooden muUions. 
Below the center of each of these front windows is a diminutive basement window that 
utilizes the water table as its lintel. At the outer comers of the front gables, and at every 
other point where raking roof cornices intersect projecting eaves cornices, a projecting 
granite corbel supports the overhang.

The walls of the building are plumb from grade up to the split granite water table of the 
building. Above the water table, the walls have an almost imperceptible batter that gives a 
subtle monumentality to this small structure.

The two ends of the building are almost identical. Each has two one-over-one windows 
that flank a central zone where a chimney rises within the walls. Beneath these windows 
on the southwest end of the building are basement windows, somewhat higher than those 
on the front of the building. The northeast end of the building has no basement windows.
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Wiggin Memorial Library 
Rockingham County, NH

Description (continued)

On each gable end, the chimneys are expressed near the top of the wall where each stack, 
built of the same rubble as the walls below, is corbeled out about six inches from the wall 
plane and then rises some three feet above the ridge line of the structure to a concrete cap. 
The chimneys are flashed with lead and copper at their intersections with the roof planes.

The rear (southeast) elevation of the library is also generally symmetrical. Like the facade, 
this rear elevation is constructed of rubble, has pink Vinalhaven granite trim, and is 
articulated by two prominent gables that break the plane of the main roof. As on the 
front, these gables rise above a group of three windows separated by wooden mullions; 
unlike the front, where the window openings are spanned by segmental arches, the rear 
openings are spanned by a long granite lintel.

The single interruption to the symmetry of the rear wall occurs at the northeast gable of 
the rear of the building, where a modem wooden entrance shelter, sheathed with painted 
plywood, is placed just below the window sills to provide access to the furnace room in 
the basement and offer egress from a basement meeting area.

Between the two rear gables of the building, opposite the portico on the front of the 
stmcture, a continuous wall of mbble masonry continues the plane of the gable walls and 
provides a third grouping of three windows, surmounted by a long, horizontal wooden 
panel, at the center of the wall. The granite water table of the building extends only to 
the projecting portion of the rear wall of the building. Beneath the southern and the 
central rear windows is a one-light-deep basement sash with granite lintel and lug sill.

The interior of the building is a single large hall with a librarian’s desk at its center, 
opposite the front door, and a fireplace at each end. The room is symmetrically divided 
into three areas or zones by screens of balusters and wooden arches that extend across the 
space at each side of the central desk area and symbolically differentiate the room into a 
lobby and two flanking reading areas.

The interior woodwork of the hall is varnished southern yellow pine, with a maple floor.
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Wiggin Memorial Library 
Rockingham County, NH

Description (continued)

The most striking feature of the hall is in its roof structure. The ceiling is divided by a 
series of heavy rafters that project well below the plane of the ceiling. Each of these 
rafters is braced by a massive curved beam that springs from a moulded wooden corbel set 
below the cornice line of the room, rises to intersect and support the center of the rafter 
above, and then continues upward to meet its opposite counterpart. The intersections of 
these braces create pointed arches with their apexes at horizontal collar beams that span the 
gap between opposing rafters. The gaps between the rafters and their curved braces are 
filled with beaded ceiling board, and the ceiling itself is sheathed in the same material, laid 
vertically. The effect of the heavy trusswork and the beaded sheathing, especially at the 
valleys of the opposing gables where diagonal rafters intersect, is strikingly architectonic 
and is made more dramatic by the strong horizontal illumination afforded by the three-part 
windows in both the front and the rear of the building.

Below the cornice, the wooden detailing of the hall is characterized by attention to detail, 
with a prevailing palette obtained through the juxtaposition of natural wood coloration with 
cream-colored plastered walls. Chair rails, baseboards, book shelves and other details of 
the hall are executed in southern yellow pine of uniform color and grain. The pine 
mantelpieces at opposite ends of the room are simple and almost reminiscent of American 
federal-style design. Each has a moulded double architrave around a red brick fireplace 
opening, a wide frieze area above, and a thin but strongly projecting moulded mantelshelf 
at the top. Window casings throughout the hall have moulded backhands and crown 
mouldings.

The lobby area of the room is lighted from behind by the three grouped windows in the 
center of the rear wall. Directly in front of these windows, on the southeast side of the 
lobby and beside an abbreviated partition, is a double-run staircase that descends to a 
basement meeting room. In front of the staircase area is an L-shaped library counter with 
paneled front. Behind the counter is a small sink and a toilet room.
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Wiggin Memorial Library 
Rockingham County, NH

Description (continued)

Extending from each side of the stairway/counter area is a low, paneled wainscot, 
terminating a few feet from the wall at a wooden post with a finial surmounting its 
moulded top. Opposite are two identical sections and posts that extend from the front wall 
of the building at each side of the porch walls. Above each wainscot section is a high 
balustrade composed of six greatly attenuated balusters of inverted double vasiform pattern. 
Above the ranges of balusters is a moulded rail that extends from each wall of the room to 
each of the wooden posts. Spanning the wide gap between each pair of opposite posts is a 
moulded wooden arch. These light wooden barriers of paneling, balusters, and moulded 
rails and arches provide a symbolic division of the hall into three balanced areas while 
preserving a nearly uninterrupted view from one end of the room to the other.

The basement is divided into a meeting room and a smaller furnace room. The walls of 
the meeting room, which occupies the southwestern two-thirds of the basement, are 
sheathed in striated plywood paneling, largely covered with wooden book shelves. The 
floor of the meeting room is carpeted, and the ceiling is covered with acoustic tiles. The 
furnace room is unfinished and has whitewashed walls of stone and sawn joists exposed 
overhead.

Original appearance: The Wiggin Library has changed little since its completion in 1912. 
The hall was originally illuminated by single-bulb, hanging light fixtures. These were 
replaced in 1957 by suspended florescent fixtures. On the exterior, the only change to the 
building has been the recent addition of a flat-roofed framed structure, sheathed in 
plywood, above the areaway of the basement stairs.



Wiggin Memorial Library 
Name of Properly

Rockingham County, NH 
County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

El A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

□ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

E C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

□ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

□ A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

□ B removed from its original location.

□ C a birthplace or grave.

□ Da cemetery.

□ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

□ Fa commemorative property.

□ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION
ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance
1912-1943

Significant Dates
1912

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 
N/A________________

Cuitural Affiliation
N/A___________

Architect/Buiider

Charles Howard Walker (1857-1936)

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the properly on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographicai References
Bibiiography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on

Previous documentation on fiie (NPS):
□ preliminary determination of individual listing (36

CFR 67) has been requested
□ previously listed in the National Register
□ previously determined eligible by the National

Register
□ designated a National Historic Landmark
□ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#
□ recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

one or more continuation sheets.)

Primary location of additional data:
E State Historic Preservation Office
□ Other State agency
□ Federal agency
□ Local government
□ University
□ Other

Name of repository;












































