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Route 33 Legacy Highway Heritage District Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 1 
November 12, 2025 2 

Stratham Municipal Center 3 
Time: 6:00 pm 4 

 5 
Members Present: Alex Dardinski, Select Board appointee  6 

Tom House, Planning Board appointee 7 
       8 
Members Absent: Jeff Hyland, Heritage Commission appointee   9 
 10 
Staff Present:  Vanessa Price, Director of Planning and Building 11 
 12 
1. Call to Order  13 
  14 

Mr. Dardinski called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  15 
 16 

2. Public Meeting: 17 
 18 
a. Packer Brook Holdings LLC (Applicant & Owner) requests a Preliminary Consultation to discuss 19 

architectural design to convert the existing residential duplex into an office and the construction 20 
of a new 5,500 SF shop and office for their building construction company. The location is 170 21 
Portsmouth Avenue (Tax Map 17, Lot 86), in the Route 33 Legacy Highway Heritage Zoning 22 
District. 23 
 24 
Mr. Dardinski asked the Applicant to present the project. Chris Redmond of Packer Brook 25 
Holdings asked for an explanation of the roll of the Route 33 Heritage District Advisory 26 
Committee. Mr. Dardinski explained that Route 33 represents the most historic way through town 27 
and represents the most historic architecture in town. The District encourages owners to keep the 28 
historic form and appearance of original structures.  29 
 30 
Mr. Redmond stated that he was pleased to see a plaque on the door identifying it as the C.W. 31 
Barker House. He spoke with Edie Barker who is the great-granddaughter of C.W. Barker.  32 
 33 
Ms. Price noted that this is just a preliminary discussion with the Advisory Committee as the 34 
Applicant has not yet submitted a formal application for the Planning Board.  35 
 36 
Mr. Redmond stated that his design is preliminary and they are not yet locked in. They are building 37 
company with a wood shop and are outgrowing their current space in Greenland. They would like 38 
to build in the back of the lot and being a building company, they also want it to look nice. They 39 
make cabinets and will use the woodshop for construction projects. They also have a design team 40 
and office staff. They are working with an engineer on the site plan and Mr. Redmond provided 41 
the committee with revised plans. He stated that the plan is to keep the existing building as a 42 
residential rental property. They completed some work on that structure already, insulating the 43 
basement and attics. They need to construct a driveway. 44 
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Mr. Dardinski asked if there are any changes to the exterior of the existing building planned. Mr. 45 
Redmond replied nothing at all, it is an existing two-story where the attic is just storage. Mr. 46 
Dardinski asked the age of the structure. Mr. Redmond replied he does not know. 47 
 48 
Mr. Dardinski asked where the existing curb cut is. Mr. Redmond described where it is.  49 
 50 
Mr. Dardinski asked if three parking spaces can be moved. Mr. Redmond replied that he doesn’t 51 
like the three spaces either and they are working on a redesign. Mr. Dardinski stated that it is more 52 
desirable to have parking that is not visible from the road. He added that preserving the original 53 
look of the property from the road while screening the new development is also desirable.  54 
 55 
Mr. Dardinski asked if any trees will be removed in order to increase the curb cut. Mr. Redmond 56 
replied that one tree will need to be removed for the driveway. They are proposing to add more 57 
trees along the front. Mr. House commented that it looks like a lot more trees are proposed to be 58 
removed on the site plan based on the location of the existing tree line and proposed driveway. Mr. 59 
Dardinski asked if there is a benefit to having two curb cuts, one for residential and one for business 60 
as he is concerned with the amount of tree cutting. Ms. Price stated that she believes NHDOT will 61 
only allow one curb cut. Mr. Redmond will ask his engineer about moving the driveway slightly. 62 
 63 
Mr. House asked if the business needs visibility from the street. Mr. Redmond replied no.  64 
 65 
Mr. Dardinski asked if they will have customers onsite. Mr. Redmond replied by appointment only, 66 
it is not a showroom. 67 
 68 
Mr. Dardinski commented that the project looks very commercial and removing trees for the 69 
double-wide, serpentine driveway will change the traditional, residential view to a commercial 70 
view. Mr. Redmond replied that they are thinking about making the new structure look more like 71 
a barn. He asked if they should work on screening or make it look more like a barn that goes with 72 
the old farmhouse. Mr. Dardinski replied yes. Mr. Redmond suggested some architectural changes 73 
related to that. Mr. House replied that he doesn’t want to tell him out to design it. 74 
 75 
Mr. Dardinski asked what materials are proposed. Mr. Redmond replied they have thought about 76 
vertical pine. Mr. Dardinski asked, “no vinyl”? Mr. Redmond replied no vinyl, but the house 77 
currently has vinyl. 78 
 79 
Mr. Dardinski asked that the Applicant do whatever they can to make the driveway simpler and 80 
preserve as many trees in the front as possible. He suggested another location for a tree and asked 81 
that they preserve the residential look of the home and try to make the commercial building look 82 
as barn-like as possible. Mr. Dardinski added that it is a big compound of buildings being created 83 
and the looping driveway is going to make it look very commercial/industrial. He understands the 84 
need for space for trucks but is concerned with a sea of asphalt. Mr. Redmond explained the 85 
grading plan and how some of the driveway will be gravel. 86 
 87 
Mr. House commented that the buildings look tall and asked if they are taller than 35 feet. Mr. 88 
Redmond replied no. Mr. House commented that horizontal siding might bring down the massing 89 
of it. Mr. Redmond replied that with regards to one of the buildings, there are so many trees that it 90 
will hardly be seen. Mr. Redmond added that the rear building is not taller than the front building. 91 
Mr. House replied it will look tall because one is looking uphill. 92 
 93 
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Mr. Redmond thanked the members for their comments. Ms. Price recommended that he review 94 
the architectural and site design standards for the District in the Zoning Ordinance. She anticipates 95 
that the Planning Board will want to see a landscape plan.  96 
 97 

3. Review and Approval of Minutes 98 
 99 

Mr. House made a motion to approve the Route 33 Heritage District Advisory Committee 100 
meeting minutes of August 13, 2025. Mr. Dardinski seconded the motion. All voted in favor, and 101 
the motion passed. 102 
 103 

4. Route 33 Legacy Highway Heritage District zoning changes 104 
 105 
Ms. Price announced there are some proposed zoning changes for this District drafted that include 106 
adding dimensional requirements and not permitting condominium subdivisions. The Heritage 107 
Commission requested that the Town research the possibility of requiring Preservation Easements and 108 
the documentation of existing historic structures. Mr. Dardinski asked if that means it will enable 109 
existing owners to get Preservation Easements. Ms. Price replied that for two recent projects, the 110 
developers agreed to Preservation Easements and to pay for the historic survey. Mr. House added that 111 
this is for new projects.  112 
 113 
Mr. Dardinski asked if there is consideration by the Town to add a fourth member to this committee. 114 
Ms. Price said no, but it can be reviewed for a zoning amendment. 115 
 116 

5. Adjournment 117 
 118 

Mr. House made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:48 pm. Mr. Dardinski seconded the 119 
motion. All voted in favor, and the motion was approved. 120 
 121 
Respectfully submitted by Susan Connors. 122 


