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MEMORANDUM 

 
 
TO:  Michael Houghton, Select Board Chair 
  Joseph Lovejoy, Select Board Vice-Chair 
  Allison Knab, Select Board 
 
FROM: David Moore,  Town Administrator 
 
DATE:  June 12, 2020 
 
RE:  Select Board Agenda and Materials for June 15th Regular Meeting 
 

 
Please allow this memorandum to serve as a guide to the Select Board Meeting agenda for June 
15, 2020.   
 
III. Consideration of Minutes  

 
Draft minutes from your meeting on June 1, 2020 will be provided under separate cover. 
 
IV. Treasurer Report (first meeting of the month) 
 
V. Department Reports & Presentations 
 
The department report will be from Lesley Kimball, Library Director.  The Library Board of 
Trustees are also meeting on this evening, and I have advised Ms. Kimball I would work with the 
Chair to ensure we would be flexible as to the timing of her availability.  
 
VI. Correspondence 

A.  Salt River Condo letter regarding Curbside Collection 
 
VII. Public Comment 
 
VIII. Public Hearings, Ordinances and/or Resolutions 
 
The public hearing on 79E application for 82 Portsmouth Avenue is schedule for June 15th.  I 
have included an updated memo from Town Planner Tavis Austin concerning this application, 
the process to be followed, and the standards of approval.  The memo also includes clarification 
on the application of the mechanics of applying the tax exemption.  Following the public 
hearing, the Board has 45 days on which to act on the application.  That would mean making a 
final determination on approving and determining length of tax relief.  Following Board action, a 
covenant needs to be entered into, a sample of which is included in the updated memo. 
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Please let me know if you have any questions leading up to the public hearing.  I understand Mr. 
Daros and Ms. Falk will be present at our meeting location.  We have previously received 
comment from the Heritage Commission (also included in your packet).   
 
IX. Discussion of Monthly Reports (second meeting of each month) 
 
Monthly reports will be submitted for your review.  To date, we have only received one report 
from the Fire Department.  This month the deadline falls on the 15th, the night of our meeting.   
 
X. New Business and Action Items 
 

A. Update on Town Offices Operations Plan – Status Report 
 
This week I issued an Operations Plan for the Town Offices (version 1) that defines 
our efforts to resume face-to-face interactions in the Town Offices.  The overall 
emphasis remains on accessing services remotely wherever possible.  We have begun 
with inviting the public in for services at the Clerk’s Offices (our glass barrier is 
installed as well as other signage and markings to assist in flow).  We also began our 
employee screening on Tuesday the 9th.  During your meeting on the 15th, I can share 
more about the status of our Operations Plan and hopefully discuss with you updates 
relevant guidance from the Governor. 

 
B. Curbside Collection Next Steps & RFP Discussion (continued) 

 
At your meeting, I will provide a summary of the input received to date from the 
CCAC and an update on the timing of the RFP document and completion of legal 
reviews.  Following this update and discussion, we hope to have the ability to release 
our RFP instrument. 
 

C. Town Meeting Preparations 
 

a. Route 108 Tax Increment Financial District Outreach  
b. Discussion of Operating Budget, CIP and CRF Articles 
c. Meeting logistics update 

 
Prior to the receipt of this packet, I plan to have communicated with you about a next step 
in TIF outreach.  We can discuss preparations for that event at our meeting.   
 
Using input from your meeting on June 1st, we will have recommended amendments 
prepared for your review at the meeting for article 10, 11, and 12. 
 

 
D.  Election Preparations  
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As we discussed at your most recent meeting, Town Clerk Joyce Charbonneau will be 
present at your meeting to discuss 2020 elections. 
 
I have enclosed in your packet (at the end) a 70 page excerpt from the Election Procedure 
manual that outlines roles of elected officials, including moderator, Select Board 
members, Clerks, and Supervisors. 

 
XI. Town Administrator Report 

 
I plan to address additional issues and updates for the Board. If you have any items you 

want to ensure I address, please let me know. 
 
XII. Informational Items 
 
XIII. Reservations, Event Requests & Permits 
 
XIV. Review of Recent or Upcoming Board & Commissions Agendas 
 
XV. Miscellaneous & Old Business 
 

A. Boards and Commissions Appointments – Planning Board, Rockingham Planning 
Commission 
 

B. PFAS in Town Center Update 
 
XVI. Adjournment 
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The Select Board reserves the right to take up business in any order deemed appropriate by the Chair.  A motion to 
enter Non-Public Session in accordance with RSA 91-A:3 may occur at any time during the meeting.  Submission of 
items to be placed on the Agenda must be to the Town Administrator by 4 pm the Wednesday before the scheduled 
meeting. 

SELECT BOARD AGENDA 

JUNE 15, 2020 

TOWN OF STRATHAM 

7:00 P.M.  

Room A, Stratham Municipal Center 

10 Bunker Hill Avenue- Stratham, NH 03885 

 
This meeting of the Select Board will be held in Room A of the Stratham Municipal Center 

 
Public Health Emergency Note: Any member of the public choosing to attend this meeting will 

be required to adhere to the signage and protocols for social distancing in the Town Offices 
(which include wearing a mask and maintaining 6 foot distancing).  A teleconference line is 

available to listen in to the meeting as another option.   
 

The public may access this meeting at the date and time above using this conference call 
information.  Please dial the conference number (877) 205 7349 and input 2254 when prompted 

for a user pin/code. 
 

If at any time during the meeting you have difficulty, hearing the proceedings, please call 603 
772-7391 ext. 187. 

 
To access materials related to this meeting, please see this link: 

https://www.strathamnh.gov/select-board 
 
 
I. Call to order 
 
II. Roll Call 
 
III. Consideration of Minutes – June 1, 2020 
 
IV. Treasurer Report (first meeting of the month) 
 

https://www.strathamnh.gov/select-board
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V. Department Reports & Presentations – Wiggin Memorial Library - Lesley Kimball, Dir. 

 
VI. Correspondence 

A.  Salt River Condo letter regarding Curbside Collection 
 
VII. Public Comment 
 
VIII. Public Hearings, Ordinances and/or Resolutions 
 
 Public Hearing 79-E Application – 82 Portsmouth Avenue 
 
IX. Discussion of Monthly Reports (second meeting of each month) 
 
X. New Business and Action Items 
 

A. Update on Town Offices Operations Plan – Status Report 
B.  Curbside Collection Next Steps & RFP Discussion (continued) 
C.  Town Meeting Preparations 

a. Route 108 Tax Increment Financial District Outreach  
b. Discussion of Operating Budget, CIP and CRF Articles 
c. Meeting logistics update 

D.  Election Preparations 
 

XI. Town Administrator Report 
 
XII. Informational Items 
 
XIII. Reservations, Event Requests & Permits 
 
XIV. Review of Recent or Upcoming Board & Commissions Agendas 
 
XV. Miscellaneous & Old Business 
 

A. Boards and Commissions Appointments 
B. PFAS in Town Center Update 

 
XVI. Adjournment 
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Board of Directors 
Salt River Condominium Association  

PO Box 231 
Stratham, NH 03885 

 
June 7, 2020 

David Moore, Town Administrator 
Town of Stratham 
10 Bunker Hill Avenue, Stratham, NH 03885 
 
Re: Automated curbside trash collection 

Dear Mr. Moore, 

We very much appreciate that Town leaders are open to and actively seeking input from residents 

regarding the proposal to shift to automated curbside trash collection. The establishment of an advisory 

committee and a town-wide survey are especially commendable. On behalf of the 78 owners of our 

condominium association, we, the members of the Board of Directors of Salt River, want to share our 

perspective, which is based on the unique setting of our residential community. In short, the current 

plan is not workable for us for functional, impracticability, and esthetical reasons, which we will 

describe.  

This is not to say that the plan is unreasonable; overall, automation and efficiencies are a normal course 

of business activity and we applaud the Town’s efforts to look at cost-saving measures. And it is possible 

that it could work for most of the town’s residences. But the plan would not work in our setting of 78 

residential 1- and 2-bedroom units among 13 buildings.   

One of the key challenges to implementation within our community is that we do not have 

unencumbered curbsides the way traditional residences do. At the end of our walkways, the curbsides 

are adjacent to parking spaces, so vehicles would block access to the trash collection arm. At some 

buildings on our property, residents place trash and recycling on sidewalks, and the collectors are able 

to walk between vehicles and collect. At other buildings, residents place trash on small open spaces 

adjacent to parking spaces. The trash is grouped together, rather than lined up in a linear manner. So 

even at these small open spaces, we would not be able to accommodate the spacing needs of the 

collector arm, which typically call for toters to be set 3 to 5 feet apart from other containers or 

obstacles, such as trees, posts, etc., and no more than 5 feet from the curb. So, while a truck can drive 
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down a town road and stop to collect one or two containers at well-spaced intervals based on the 

frontage of most single-family residences, we do not have that capacity in our multi-residential setting.  

Further to the challenges, the use of large toters would not be practical for many of our residents. Some 

of our residents currently use modest 32-gallon residential containers and many use no container at all, 

just heavy-duty black trash bags. This minimizes visual impact, but it also is necessary because of our 

physical landscape. Residents generally store their trash cans in a small space at the rear of their own 

unit, and recyclables are generally stored indoors. But because of the landscape, for some buildings, it is 

not possible to roll receptacles to the pick-up location; they need to be carried or lifted in some cases. 

Residents who are not physically able to carry out a trash can typically carry out trash bags. Many 

residents would be unable to physically move the industrial toters, given that rolling with wheels is not 

an option. And the loss of the option to use loose trash bags, without a container, would create a 

hardship for residents who are physically unable to manipulate large containers. 

As you may know, our Salt River community was created with respect for natural resources and the 

establishment of a conservation easement. Esthetics is an important aspect of our community, our 

lifestyle, and our property values.  The prospect of scores of industrial-size 64-gallon and 96-gallon 

containers placed throughout the modest scale of our community (before, during, and after collection) 

is unpleasant and harmful to our rural esthetic. It would adversely affect the lifestyle of our residents 

and the value of our properties. 

We thank you for your attention and consideration of our concerns. If the plan is to be adopted, we 

respectfully request an exemption from the plan, and the maintenance of the current system of 

collection. 

We are happy to meet and discuss with you or a designee if you have any questions. We would 

appreciate if your office could distribute a copy of this communication to the Curbside Collection 

Advisory Committee prior to or at the Committee’s upcoming meeting on June 8, 2020. 

Respectfully, 

Suzanne Woodland, President, 47 Brookside Drive, Stratham (e-mail swfrom3809@outlook.com) 

Bob Wertz, Treasurer, 46 Brookside Drive, Stratham (e-mail bobwertz1@comcast.net) 

Board of Directors, Salt River Condominium Association 

 Cc:      Lorraine McGuire, Tony Reynolds, Sandy Hill (Board Members) 
             Staci McCann, Property Manager, Great North 
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PUBLIC HEARING  

LEGAL/PUBLIC NOTICE 

SELECT BOARD 

TOWN OF STRATHAM 

Notice is hereby given that the Stratham Select Board will conduct a Public Hearing to 

accept public input on an application in accordance with RSA 79-E for 82 Portsmouth 

Ave., Stratham, NH 03885, Tax Map 13 Lot 127, on June 15, 2020 beginning at 7:00 pm.  

The meeting will be held in Room A, of the Stratham Municipal Center located at 10 

Bunker Hill Avenue, Stratham, NH 03885.  The meeting will also be accessible via 

teleconference call (1-877-205-7349, access code 2254).  

The Application can be accessed via the Town’s website at: 

https://www.strathamnh.gov/sites/strathamnh/files/uploads/2020.04.14_79e-82portsave_web.pdf    

The application may be viewed in hard-copy by contacting the Stratham Town Clerk at (603) 772-

4741 ext. 140 to make an appointment. 

 

https://www.strathamnh.gov/sites/strathamnh/files/uploads/2020.04.14_79e-82portsave_web.pdf
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June 15, 2020  
 
 
TO: Select Board 
 Town Administrator 
 
FROM: Tavis Austin, AICP, Town Planner 
 
RE:  79-E Application for 82 Portsmouth Ave., Tax Map 13 Lot 127 
 
Select Board,  
 
The Town has a received an application under RSA 79-E, Community Revitalization Tax 
Incentive, from the above referenced property.  The purpose of this memo is to: 

 Provide a summary of the application,  

 Outline the eligibility of the proposed project in accordance with the applicable New 
Hampshire Statutes and Town authority,  

 Summarize the process the Select Board is required to follow,  

 Outline the next steps for the Board’s processing of the application,  

 Provide options for the Board’s consideration in following that process, and  

 To outline the result of the Board’s decisions related to the application.  
 
 
Summary of Application 
 
The submitted application outlines the owner’s request for a period of property tax relief, as provided 
under RSA 79-E, as they intend to renovate the existing structure for use as a single-family home.  The 
scope of proposed work will include the following work items detailed in the application: 

 Replace rotten beams & posts in basement  and kitchen; pour cement slabs; supports for 
connecting shed; new slab in barn at an estimated cost of $50,000.00 

 Upgrade to 200 Amp Panel, new metal pan & mast; rewire entire house at an estimated cost of 
$30,000.00 

 Install refurbished antique cast iron radiators; radiant heat in kitchen and bathrooms; new boiler 
and oil tanks at an estimated cost of $20,000.00 

 Refinish floors; repair plaster and trim; open up existing fireplaces and line chimneys; all new 
bathrooms and kitchen at an estimated cost of $80,000.00. 

 



The total renovation project cost as proposed in the application is $180,000.00.  This work is proposed 
to be completed by 2025.  The submitted application materials have been reviewed by staff, and found 
to be complete for purposes of engaging the Select Board for their role in the process.  To that end the 
first step is to determine whether the property is eligible for the relief requested. 
 
Staff Note: At the end of this memo—page 5—are minor amendments to the submitted application 
materials that need to occur; they are each outlined below. 
 
Eligibility 
 
In accordance with statute and Town regulations, a property owner can apply for the tax relief only if:  

 The building is located in the Town Center or Professional /Residential Zoning Districts 
o This property is appropriately located in the Professional/Residential Zoning District. 

 The rehabilitation costs at least 15% of the building’s pre‐rehab assessed value, or $75,000, 
whichever is less, and  

o 15% of the current assessed value ($314,300.00 as of April 01, 2020) is $47,145.  As the 
proposed work—from above—is $180,000.00, this condition has been satisfied. 

 The rehabilitation is consistent with the Stratham’s Master Plan or development regulations. 
o The proposed work is consistent with the Master Plan and development regulations.  In 

particular the Master Plan has a section entitled ‘Historic Resource Preservation’ that 
calls out the importance of preservation and restoration of historic properties; even 
referencing 79-E, as a tool.  Further, the proposed work is in compliance with all 
applicable zoning regulations and will be built in compliance with all applicable building 
codes. 

 
The proposed project is eligible for consideration of the relief sought. 
 
Application Review Process 
 
RSA 79-E provides a succinct process for the Board to use in considering applications.  In terms of 
process the Board must: 

 Accept the application as complete (May 18, 2020); 

 Hold a Public Hearing on the request (advertised for June 15, 2020) 

 Make a formal determination on the request.  Such a determination must be made within 45 
days of the close of the public hearing.   

 
Options for Board Action  
 
Following the public hearing, the Board may approve or deny a request.  In approving, the Board must 
determine the value of the relief to be granted consistent with 79-E: 13, and the number of years such 
relief will be granted.   
 
The Town of Stratham may grant property tax relief of up to 5 years, beginning with the completion of 
substantial rehabilitation.  At its discretion, the Town may add:  

 An additional 2 years for a project that results in new residential units.  
o This project does not qualify. 

 An additional 4 years for a project than includes affordable housing.   
o This project does not qualify. 



 An additional 4 years for substantial rehabilitation of a qualifying historic structure provided that 
renovations is in accordance with the U.S. Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation. 

o Project may qualify. 
 
In exchange for the relief, the property owner grants a covenant—draft included with application 
materials--ensuring there is a public benefit to the rehabilitation.  Following expiration of the finite tax 
relief period, the structure would be taxed at its full market value taking into account the rehabilitation.  
 
The criteria for granting the relief are outlined in the statute, specifically 79-E:4, IV. (a), provided:  

 
(1) The governing body finds a public benefit under RSA 79-E:7; and  
(2) The specific public benefit is preserved through a covenant under RSA 79-E:8; and  
(3) The governing body finds that the proposed use is consistent with the municipality's 
master plan or development regulations; and  
(4) (This section refers to “replacement” of structures - not included here as the proposed project 
is not a replacement) 
(b) If the governing body grants the tax relief, the governing body shall identify the specific 
public benefit achieved under RSA 79-E:7, and shall determine the precise terms and duration 
of the covenant to preserve the public benefit under RSA 79-E:8  

 
The submitted application provides the applicant’s responses to these criteria for the Board to consider. 
Also in the submitted materials, as mentioned previously, is a draft of the covenant as stipulated by 79-
E:4, IV (b), above. 
 
Another option for the Board is to deny the request.  If such a vote is taken, the statute requires the 

Board to notify the Applicant of the Board’s rationale for not granting the relief as outlined in 79-
E:4 V. 
 
 
Estimated Value of Tax Relief for 82 Portsmouth Avenue/Effect of Granting Relief  
 
The Board may also wish to consider general tax impacts of granting the requested relief.  The proposed 
improvements could raise the assessed value of the home by $210,000, which would result in an 
increase of $4,000-$5,000 additional tax revenue annually; of which the Town would not benefit for the 
period of the relief granted. These financial estimates were developed in consultation with Andrea 
Lewy, Assessor, and should not be construed as absolute values or predictions. 
 
 
Next Steps 
 
As the Board has accepted the application as complete and scheduled, the next step is to convene the 
public hearing, and, following its conclusion, move toward making a determination as to grant or deny 
the application as outlined above.  Should the Board request or require additional assistance from staff 
in processing this application, please so advise. 

 

 

 

 

 



Detail of Application Form Amendments as discussed Page 1 of this memo: 

 

Text of Email from Robert Daros; received 2020.04.23 

 
Hello Travis, thank you for the email.   
I most certainly give you permission to amend the document as asked (See Staff email, below)  
Secondly, we have already started work on the house.  
It is a long term project that we hope to have completed in year 2025.  
If you have anything thing else, please reach out to me.  
Best Regards, Bob.  
Robert Daros  
Heritage Fuel & Propane 
8 Front St.  
P.O. Box 513 
Croton Falls N.Y. 10519 
W (914) 277- 8088 
C (914) 906- 5520 

 
Above information reported in response to the following Staff request: 
On Apr 17, 2020, at 1:03 PM, Tavis Austin <TAustin@strathamnh.gov> wrote: 

  Mr. Daros,  
This email is to confirm receipt of your recently submitted 79-E application materials for 

82 Portsmouth Ave. (attached here for reference only).  In terms of process, I will soon be 
forwarding a memo to the Select Board advising them of the application and the related process 
steps they are to follow in consideration of the request.  In order to do so, however, there are 
some “blanks” in the application form that require some attention—some I can assist with, 
others require input from you.  Note: I have copied Andrea Lewy, Town Assessor, on this email to 
keep her informed of this application and its related process. 

First, can you please provide me permission to amend page one (1) of Part 2 of the 
application to include the following: Tax Map and Lot number, Zoning District designation, 
and HCRD Book and Page?  Respectively: Tax Map 13 Lot 127, Professional Residential (PRE), 
and Book 5993 Page 1127 (Emphasis added) 
  Second, on page 4 of Part 2, you did not specify an expected project start date nor an 
expected project completion date (Emphasis added).  Can you please provide me with those 
date details? 
  Once these details are complete, the Board can make a determination as to application 
completeness and then move to the public hearing phase of their review.  I am happy to address 
any questions you have at this time or as the process proceeds.  I look forward to working with 
you on this. 
  
Regards,  
 Tavis  
 Tavis Austin, AICP 
Town Planner 
Town of Stratham 

  

mailto:TAustin@strathamnh.gov


 
Below is some additional information provided by Andrea Lewy, Town Assessor to assist you in 
understanding the implications and timeframes related to the requested tax relief:  
 
June 1, 2020 
 
RE: 82 Portsmouth Avenue – Map 13 Lot 127 
       Robert Daros & Ellen Falk 
       Application for RSA 79-E Community Revitalization Tax Relief Incentive  
 
Dear Select Board, 
 
Robert Daros and Ellen Falk have submitted an application requesting the Select Board to 
consider approval of their request to receive the benefits of RSA 79:E, Community Revitalization 
Tax Relief Incentive for their home located at 82 Portsmouth Avenue.  Following is a summary 
of how the process works regarding Assessing if you choose to grant the application.  
 
What happens to the assessment when granted? The simple answer is this; from the time the 
application is approved the assessment remains the same even after it receives the Certificate 
of Occupancy.  Once they receive the Certificate of Occupancy the assessment still remains the 
same as it was from the beginning and does not increase until the number of years has passed 
that the Board granted relief. 
 
Example: On July 1, 2020 the Select Board approves RSA 79:E for five years.  The Assessor will 
determine the value/assessment as of the approval date – July 1, 2020.  That assessment will 
not increase until five years after they receive their Certificate of Occupancy. So if the 
Certificate of Occupancy is issued July 1, 2025, the assessment will remain the same as July 1, 
2020 until July 1, 2030. 
 
Note:  In speaking with other Assessors throughout the state, it is believed that no single family 
property that will remain a single family only property, has been granted this tax relief to date.  
To the best of all the Assessor’s knowledge, this has only been granted to historic homes that 
were being converted into office space, office space with living quarters or some type of retail 
store combination. 
 
  79-E:5 Duration of Tax Relief Period. – 
I. The governing body may grant such tax assessment relief for a period of up to 5 years, 
beginning with the completion of the substantial rehabilitation. 
I-a. For the approval of a replacement of a qualifying structure, the governing body may grant 
such tax assessment relief for a period of up to 5 years, beginning only upon the completion of 
construction of the replacement structure. The governing body may, in its discretion, extend 
such additional years of tax relief as provided for under this section, provided that no such 
additional years of tax relief may be provided prior to the completion of construction of the 
replacement structure. The municipal tax assessment of the replacement structure and the 
property on which it is located shall not increase or decrease in the period between the 
approval by the governing body of tax relief for the replacement structure and the time the 



owner completes construction of the replacement structure and grants to the municipality the 
covenant to protect the public benefit as required by this chapter. The governing body may not 
grant any tax assessment relief under this chapter with respect to property and structures for 
which an election has been made for property appraisal under RSA 75:1-a. 
II. The governing body may, in its discretion, add up to an additional 2 years of tax relief for a 
project that results in new residential units and up to 4 years for a project that includes 
affordable housing. 
III. The governing body may, in its discretion, add up to an additional 4 years of tax relief for 
the substantial rehabilitation of a qualifying structure that is listed on or determined eligible for 
listing on the National Register of Historic Places, state register of historic places, or is located 
within and important to a locally designated historic district, provided that the substantial 
rehabilitation is conducted in accordance with the U.S. Secretary of Interior's Standards for 
Rehabilitation. 
IV. The governing body may adopt local guidelines to assist it in determining the appropriate 
duration of the tax assessment relief period. 
 
I hope this information is helpful. 
 
Be safe and well, 
 
Andrea 
 
Andrea S. Lewy, CNHA 
Stratham Assessor 
 

  



This is the text of an email received from the Heritage Commission related to this application: 

 

From: Stratham Heritage Commission: <Heritage@StrathamNH.gov>  
Sent: Monday, May 18, 2020 11:47 AM 
To: David Moore <dmoore@StrathamNH.gov>; Michael Houghton (mike@dowlingcorp.com) 
<mike@dowlingcorp.com>; Andrea Lewy <Alewy@StrathamNH.gov> 
Subject: RSA79E Application for 82 Portsmouth Ave. 
 
 
At its meeting of May 13, 2020 the Heritage Commission voted to support the application of Ellen Falk 
and Robert Daros, owners, for a RSA 79E Discretionary Preservation Easement on their property at 82 
Portsmouth Avenue. We urge the Select Board to approve the application for no tax increases 
attributable to rehabilitation for the allowed 5 years and for an additional 4 years because of this 
property’s historical importance. 
 
Qualification: 
This property qualifies for RSA 79E tax relief because it lies within the Professional/Residential District 
where the Town has elected to apply this preservation incentive. 
 
Required Findings: 
 
Public Benefit 
The rehabilitation of this historic property, prominently located on Portsmouth Ave., adjacent to both 
the Municipal Center and the recently acquired Smyk Park, has long been a Stratham landmark even 
through years of limited maintenance and public concern for its future. The work both begun and 
planned by the current owners represents a significant investment in both this property and the Town’s 
inventory of historic properties. 
 
Future Protection 
The Town’s interest in this property will be protected not only by the covenant required for a RSA 79E 
Discretionary Preservation Easement but it is further protected in perpetuity by the Preservation 
Easement held and monitored by the New Hampshire Preservation Allowance. This easement prevents 
demolition and requires that work on the property meet the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for 
Rehabilitation. 
 
Consistent with Master Plan 
The Town’s recently adopted Master Plan makes a strong case for the value of preserving Stratham’s 
historic resources. The Bartlett-Cushman House, 82 Portsmouth Ave., is listed on the National Register 
of Historic places both for its architectural distinction and for the story it tells of Stratham’s evolution 
over two centuries. The improvements being made now will ensure the property’s viability into a third 
century of use to its owners and of public appreciation of its history. 
 
 
Stratham Heritage Commission 
10 Bunker Hill Ave. 
Stratham, NH  03885 
(603) 778-7979 
  

 

mailto:Heritage@StrathamNH.gov
mailto:dmoore@StrathamNH.gov
mailto:mike@dowlingcorp.com
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VI.  ELECTION OFFICIALS 
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VIII.  DUTIES OF MODERATORS 
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IX.  DUTIES OF SUPERVISORS OF THE CHECKLIST

• 

• 

 

 
There is public and legislative interest in 
the number of new voters being 
registered.  Distinguishing new voter 
registrations from circumstances where 
a voter is already registered in New 
Hampshire but has moved from one 
town/ward to another or is using the 
form to document a name or address 
change helps provide accurate 
information on new registrations, in 
particular election day registrations.  
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X.  DUTIES OF CLERKS 



Town of Stratham  

Curbside Collection Advisory Committee 

Survey Results & Summary 

June 2020 

 

 

 

In April and May of 2020, the Curbside Collection Advisory Committee surveyed the community about 
preferences for the future of Stratham’s municipal solid waste and recycling program.  The results of the 
19 question survey are appended to this coversheet.  Below is summary of the key findings yielded by 
the survey.  Over six-hundred survey responses were received via the online survey tool and paper 
submittals.  This summary is organized by information the survey was trying to assess. 

 

Community Attitudes Toward the 2019 Proposed Automation Program 

Of those taking the survey, 78% indicated they were familiar with the automation program propose at 
the 2019 program 

There was no clear consensus about support for the proposed program, 43% indicated they supported 
it; 31% indicated they did not and 25% indicated they were not sure. 

Of those who did not support the program, the top three reasons they gave were 1) the proposed 
container size (96 gallon) was too big and not maneuverable. 2) they did not believe the cost savings 
warrant the switchover; and 3) their household does not generate enough waste to fill the container 
size. 

Of those who did support the program, the top two reasons they did so were 1) the cost savings would 
2) the program would make the community better stewards of the environment. 

When each responded was asked if they had concern about the container size and 54% indicated they 
did not. 

When each respondents was asked if they had a choice between the bigger size container (96 gallon) 
and a 64 gallon container, the majority would choose the 64 gallon size 56% to 44%. 

When asked if residents should be given an option to switch between container sizes, residents were 
split between yes and no with approximately 20% indicating no preference. 



There was more clear support for residents (83% in favor) being offered an additional container at the 
residents costs. 

The survey revealed wide support for adding a weekday opening of the Transfer Station year round. 

Attitude and Commitment to Recycling 

The survey revealed a strong commitment to a recycling program, even with the relative cost of 
recycling per ton over greater use of the landfill.  26% indicated they would not be willing to pay more of 
a cost premium for recycling.  Where 73% indicated they would be willing to many more, with 37% of 
those saying whatever it costs, the Town should continue to offer curbside recycling.   

70% said that knowing the cost differential would not stop the household from wanting to recycle. 

75% said that knowing the cost differential does cause them to want to have the town discontinue 
sponsoring a recycling program. 

When asked to pick one aspect of the Towns’ current curbside trash and recycling program, which they 
most value, 46% said picking up of trash and recycling every week; 52% said convenience of bringing 
trash to the curb. 

When asked if residents would be willing to forgo curbside collection and participate in recycling at the 
transfer station only, residents overwhelming indicated (approximately 75%) they would not be willing 
to or only as a last resort. 

When asked if residents would be willing to bring sorted recyclable commodities to transfer station 44% 
said yes; nearly 40% said know, and 16% indicated not sure/no preference. 

When asked what waste reduction strategy residents would be most willing to pursue on their own to 
help divert tonnage from the landfill 32% indicated composting; 30% said none; 21.65 said use a 
centralized facility to sort recycling; and 17.5% said reduce the amount of material they bring into the 
home. 

The survey provides some brief background information on the “Pay As You Throw” system of municipal 
solid waste management and inquired of interest in Stratham.  61% indicated they would not be 
supportive and 39% indicated they would be. 
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