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MEMORANDUM 

 
 
TO:  Michael Houghton, Select Board Chair 
  Joseph Lovejoy, Select Board Vice-Chair 
  Allison Knab, Select Board 
 
FROM: David Moore,  Town Administrator 
 
DATE:  February 18, 2021 
 
RE:  Select Board Agenda and Materials for the February 22, 2021 Special Meeting 
 
Please allow this memorandum to serve as a guide to the Select Board Meeting agenda for 
February 22, 2021.   
 
In coordination with the Chair, this meeting has been scheduled as a special meeting to focus on 
the draft PFAS Remedial Action Plan and next steps.  There are a few other items prepared for 
your agenda that are timely. 
 
III. Consideration of Minutes  
 
We are finalizing draft versions of minutes for the following dates: January 19, 2021; February 
1, 2021; February 8, 2021. 
 
IX. Discussion of Monthly Reports – (second meeting of the Month)  
 
X. New Business and Action Items 

 
A. PFAS Remedial Action Plan & Groundwater Management Permit Application 

Review and Discussion 
 

Mr. Russ Barton and Mr. Jim Ricker will be in attendance at your meeting on Monday to 
review the draft Remedial Action Plan for the PFAS contamination in Town Center. They 
have prepared a presentation, which is attached to this memo.  Here is the link to the 
draft Remedial Action Plan posted on the Town’s website: 
https://www.strathamnh.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif5051/f/news/strt0001_remedial_action_pl
an_011421_-_reduced.pdf.    I have asked Shanti Wolph Building Inspector/Code 
Enforcement Officer to attend the meeting. 
 
B. Review of Request for Coalition Communities 2.0 
 
As you are aware, the Town has been reached out to by “similarly situated communities” 
regarding organizing efforts to reconstitute a group to advocate against effort to 
reinstitute a “donor” system of taxation for the Statewide Education Property Tax 

https://www.strathamnh.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif5051/f/news/strt0001_remedial_action_plan_011421_-_reduced.pdf
https://www.strathamnh.gov/sites/g/files/vyhlif5051/f/news/strt0001_remedial_action_plan_011421_-_reduced.pdf
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(SWEPT).  I have enclosed the outreach materials the Board received earlier this month. 
The group requests response from communities in their interest in joining the group by 
February 28, 2021 (or earlier).  

 
C. Request from Heritage Commission – Encumbering Funds  
 
The Heritage Commission has reached out to the Select Board through me to request the 
Select Board’s approval for encumbering (through a professional services contract) and 
expending Heritage Preservation Funds for the purposes of securing a historic resource 
inventory for a property on River Road.  I have attached the proposed scope of work 
provided by the Heritage Commission. 
 
I would recommend the following motion: to vote to approve the request to expend up 
to $8,000 from the Heritage Preservation Fund for the purposes of performing an 
historic resource inventory at 25 River Road and further to authorize the Town 
Administrator to execute an agreement affecting the same. 
 
D. Assessing RFP - draft 
 
Following a meeting on Friday, I plan to bring to the meeting on Monday an updated 
draft RFP for Assessing services I would like to discuss with the Board.   

 
XI. Town Administrator Report 

 
XII. Informational Items 
 
XVI. Miscellaneous & Old Business 
 
XVII. Adjournment 
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The Select Board reserves the right to take up business in any order deemed appropriate by the Chair.  A motion to 
enter Non-Public Session in accordance with RSA 91-A:3 may occur at any time during the meeting.  Submission of 
items to be placed on the Agenda must be to the Town Administrator by 4 pm the Wednesday before the scheduled 
meeting. 

SELECT BOARD AGENDA 
FEBRUARY 22, 2021 

7:00 P.M. 
 

SPECIAL MEETING 
 

Hutton Room, Stratham Municipal Center 
10 Bunker Hill Avenue- Stratham, NH 03885 

 
This meeting of the Select Board will be held in the Hutton Room of the Stratham 
Municipal Center 
 
The public may access this meeting at the date and time above using this conference call 
information.  Please dial the conference number (877) 205 7349 and input 2254 when prompted 
for a user pin/code. 
 

COVID Public Meeting Notice  
This meeting is scheduled to be held “in person” at the Stratham Municipal Center.  In 

accordance with this notice, if the Chair makes a determination to hold this meeting remotely 
notice will be published by 3:30 p.m. on the day of the meeting. 

 
Per NH RSA 91-A:2 III (b) the Chair has declared COVID-19 Outbreak an emergency and has 
waived the requirement that a quorum be physically present at the meeting pursuant to the 
Governor’s Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8, as extended by Executive Order 2020-20, and 
Emergency Order #12, Section 3. Members will be participating remotely and will identify their 
location and any person present with them at that location. All votes will be by roll call. 
 
If at any time during the meeting you have difficulty hearing the proceedings, please e-mail 
dmoore@strathamnh.gov. 
 
To access materials related to this meeting, please see this link: 
https://www.strathamnh.gov/select-board 

 
I. Call to order 
 
II. Roll Call 
 
III. Consideration of Minutes – January 19, 2021; February 1, 2021; February 8. 2021 
  

https://www.strathamnh.gov/select-board
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IV. Discussion of Monthly Reports – (second meeting of the Month)  
 
V. New Business and Action Items 

A. PFAS Remedial Action Plan & Groundwater Management Permit Application 
Review and Discussion 

B. Review of Request for Coalition Communities 2.0 
C. Request from Heritage Commission – Encumbering Funds  
D. Assessing RFP - draft 

 
VI. Town Administrator Report 

 
VII. Informational Items 
 
VIII. Miscellaneous & Old Business 
 
IX. Adjournment 



Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances 
(PFAS) in the Stratham Town Center

Update

Prepared for: The Town of Stratham, New Hampshire

Wilcox & Barton, Inc.
February 1, 2021



Objectives
› Brief recap
› NHDES Request for a Remedial Action Plan (RAP) and 
Groundwater Management Permit (GMP) Application

› September/October sampling event results
› Content of RAP, expectations for GMP
› What’s next?
› Q&A



Brief Recap and Recent Update
› September 2019: Town Hall meeting and update
› Debate over MCLs/AGQS in late 2019
› February 24, 2020: Focused SI completed
› July 21, 2020: NHDES issues request for RAP and GMP 
Application

› Fall 2020 Groundwater and Drinking Water Sampling
› January 2021:  Draft RAP and GMP Application prepared



AGQS
PFHxS: 18 ppt
PFOA: 12 ppt
PFOS: 15 ppt
PFNA: 11 ppt



GW Flow



Results and Current Status
Monitoring Wells:
› 4 of 5 wells tested at the fire station contain PFAS at concentrations 
>AGQS.

› The 5th well is located upgradient of the property and has been non-
detect when sampled.

› 3 monitoring wells across the street, and downgradient of the fire station, 
have PFAS at concentrations >AGQS.

Drinking Water Wells:
› 19 water supply wells and 3 irrigation wells contain PFAS at 
concentrations >MCLs.

› The 22 wells are located on 19 properties.
› 27 additional water supply wells contain PFAS, but at concentrations 
<MCLs.



RAP/GMP Summary
RAP:
› The Remedial Design includes 5 design options:

– POET:  Dual Carbon Tank System (est. $4,500-$5,500 per home)
› Replacement GAC filter tank, sediment filters, UV bulb

– POET:  Dual Tank Carbon Bloc System (est. $4,800-$5,500 per home)
› Replacement cartridge, sediment filter

– POET:  Single Tank Pioneer System (est. $2,400-$3,500 per home)
› Replacement cartridge, sediment filter

– POUT:  Pentair 4 State Reverse Osmosis (est. $900-$1,200 per home)
› Replacement RO cartridges, RO membrane. Only for locations with PFAS 
at concentrations <MCLs

GMP:
› Includes X water supply wells on Y frequency
› Includes X monitoring wells on Y frequency
› Permit is for a 5-year, renewable term



What’s Next?
› RAP and GMP Application to NHDES.
› NHDES to review findings and provide recommendations.
› Town to continue providing bottled water.
› POE system vendor(s); subsequent installation.
› Regular sampling (biannual? triannual? quarterly?) following an 
approved GMP from NHDES.

› POE samples collected before and after filters to ensure 
effectiveness.

› Continue “Best Management Practices” w/r/t PFAS foams.
– Stratham switched to a PFAS-free product in approximately 2000



Questions?

Thank you!

Russell Barton
Wilcox & Barton, Inc.
rbarton@wilcoxandbarton.com
(603) 369-4190, x502

mailto:rbarton@wilcoxandbarton.com








































 
23 October 2020 

 

Rebecca Mitchell, via email: rmitch7473@gmail.com 

Stratham Heritage Commission 

200 Portsmouth Avenue 

Stratham, NH 03885 

(603) 778-7979 

603-617-6064 

 

RE: James Scammon 1810 house, 25 River Road, Stratham, NH 

 

 

Dear Becky: 

 

Here is an estimate to prepare an NHDHR Inventory Form for the James Scammon House on River 

Road. As we discussed, we are recommending an inventory form rather than a National Register 

nomination. This estimate also includes time to document the interiors of the buildings. It is scoped 

as photographic documentation, but the narrative will be limited to plan and highlights only. 

 

We are so pleased to be working with you on this interesting project. Please let me know if this is 

in line with your expectations. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 

Lynne Emerson Monroe 

LEM:tjh 

 

Preservation Company 
Sunny Knoll 

5 Hobbs Road 
Kensington, NH 03833 

603-778-1799 
PreservationCompany@comcast.net 

 
www.PreservationCompany.com 



Project Understanding 

25 River Road is a collection of well-preserved nineteenth century buildings, including a large 

center chimney house, several vehicle and wood sheds and a large gable front barn, against a 

backdrop of open fields, that have been hayed for many years by the Scamman family whose farm 

is nearby.   The James Scammon House was built in 1812 and the large barn dates to 1860.  The 2 

½ story house has a center chimney plan with the front entry facing sideways to the east, toward 

Portsmouth Avenue.  Two long sheds for vehicle and wood storage extend along River Road.  The 

41' x 84' New England barn is also sited parallel to the the road.  All are arranged around the back 

dooryard which is screened from public view.  Another carriage shed is in the back yard.  The 

outbuildings appear to retain a high degree of architectural integrity.  There is one non-contributing 

building, a modern house, built ca. 1970.  The only major change to the house has been the 

replacement of windows that in themselves had been replacements of the originals.  The buildings 

would almost certainly be eligible for listing in the NH State Register and are likely to be eligible 

for the National Register at the local level under Criterion C as an intact farmstead with well-

preserved examples of nineteenth century building types.   

 

 
Google Earth 2020 shows house, sheds and barn.  The modern house in lower right would likely 

be non-contributing (or excluded from the eligible boundary).  

 



 
House and shed from the road 

 
Façade and roadside gable end 

 

 
Sheds along the roadside 

 

 
Barn viewed from the road 

 
Modern house set back from road. 

 
Stratham GIS map shows the ten-acre parcel 

with two houses and outbuildings 
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This was the property of Richard M. Scammon who was a prominent local resident in the late 

nineteenth century, however, research would be needed into the specific role that he played in the 

history of the town to make it eligible under Criterion B.  

 

The group of buildings may also convey agricultural contexts, particularly mid-nineteenth century 

mixed family farming under Criterion A.  However, significance for agriculture is less clear 

because the land has been subdivided.  The buildings are located on ten acres.  The property 

includes yards and gardens near the buildings. Tall pine trees and stone walls line the road.  Hay 

field covers roughly half of the land.   The ten-acre parcel provides an appropriate setting for the 

buildings but may not fully convey the agricultural history of the property that was a farm of over 

a hundred acres.  Whether the separately owned adjacent land contributes to the same historic 

resource would need to be determined.  The conservation land remains undeveloped and the fields 

are hayed continuously between the two parcels, giving an appearance of historic connectedness.   

 

 
Stratham GIS mapping shows this property on parcel 08-009 and adjacent conservation land on 

08-001.  They have been under separate ownership since 1967.   House lots along River Road 

were divided from the historic farm in the 1960s.  

 

The farm was subdivided beginning in 1967.  Since that time, land was sold off along River Road 

and Portsmouth Avenue, but the large main parcel (89.4 acres) of fields and woodland bordered 

by the Squamscott River became conservation land and is now owned by the Society for the 

Protection of New Hampshire Forests (08-001).  The fields are hayed by the Scamman family of 

Scamman Farm.   They also have fields extending north of River Road.  The land is no longer 

legally associated with the James Scammon House but is visually related and contributes to the 

setting.  

 

Immediately east of 25 River Road, 21 River Road on 08-008, is a ca. 1900 house and barn that 

was part of the same Scammon farm until the 1960s.  In the northeast corner of that parcel is the 

family cemetery, now a town-owned parcel (08-007).  The separate properties, two houses, 

cemetery and farmland, could be considered together as a historic district made up of components 

of the historic farm.  A separate scope of work would be needed for such an effort.   
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HISTORIC BACKGROUND: 

The James Scammon House at 25 River Road was built in 1812 on land that had been in his family 

for several generations.   The farm stretched from Portsmouth Avenue to the river.  There was an 

early house on or near this site, but in the eighteenth century, the Scammons lived around the 

corner of Portsmouth Avenue.  There was no house in this location when the Stratham map was 

made in 1793.  James Scammon (1771-1859) and his wife Lydia Wiggin lived here with their six 

children in the early to mid-nineteenth century.  Youngest son, Richard E. Scammon (1809-1878) 

remained on the farm with his parents and inherited the homestead where he erected a new barn in 

1860.  The farm contained 160 acres and the family also acquired an adjacent property.  Richard 

M. Scammon (1859-1914) took over the farm, then 250 acres, when he was not quite twenty years 

old.    In 1897 he and Annie Wiggin were married.   Richard M. Scammon was a prominent local 

resident who served in the NH Senate.  He wrote a historical sketch about the town for Granite 

Monthly in 1899.   A second house was built on the property at 21 River Road ca. 1900.  Research 

will be needed to identify which house Richard and Annie lived in and which was home to their 

farm laborers.  Mrs. Annie Scammon (1872-1962) owned the property (with two houses) through 

the mid-twentieth century.  Farm laborers worked for her and lived on the property.  The land was 

farmed and historic aerials of the 1950s and 60s show the field patterns.   

The property was inherited by Julia Scammon, the widow of Richard M. Scammon’s cousin 

Richard E. Scammon.  The property was divided, and parts were sold.  The James Scammon House 

and outbuildings with ten acres were sold in 1967 to the present owner.   

 

 
The farmyard is shown in a historic photo from collection of Stratham Historical Society.  
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Scope Of Work 

Work will include preparation of a New Hampshire Division of Historical Resources (NHDHR) 

individual inventory form for 25 River Road.  An inventory form will allow for listing in the New 

Hampshire State Register of Historic Places and a determination of National Register eligibility 

will be made, which could be the basis for subsequent completion of a National Register 

Nomination.  The inventory form process involves detailed documentation to answer questions 

about the areas of significance and the boundaries of an eligible property.  Archival photographs 

of all buildings and landscape features will be according to NHDHR guidelines. We will also shoot 

photos on the interior of the house, barn and outbuildings and provide these to the Heritage 

Commission electronically. Photos of interior highlights will be included in the survey form. 

   

The historical society and heritage commission will provide access to, or copies of, relevant files 

and historic photographs in local repositories.  The longtime property owners of this house and 21 

River Road are active in the historical society.   Other sources will include the published local 

history, on-line deeds, agricultural and population censuses, and if publicly accessible, there are 

old tax inventory ledgers in the town hall vault.  Discussion of any comparable local resources will 

be needed to complete the architectural evaluation, so the heritage commission can help identify 

other center chimney houses and intact farm outbuildings.   
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Estimate

Labor

Category Rate* Hours Total

Principal $95.00 20.0 $1,900.00

Architectural Historian I $65.00 90.0 $5,850.00

110.00

Total Labor $7,750.00

*Includes direct rate plus overhead (98%) and profit (10%)

Costs

Direct expenses will be billed at cost; mileage to be reimbursed at 57.5 cents/mile

Archival digital prints billed at $3.00 each

Mileage 100 miles $57.50

Photography 30  archival digital prints (in-house) $90.00

Postage $30.00

Total Costs $177.50

Total Project Estimate $7,927.50
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