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This document is intended to serve as a summary of relevant law and policy concerning political 
advertising in Stratham.  For additional detail and information, please refer directly to the 
relevant statute or resource referenced below.  The NH Department of Justice Election Law 
Division has an online information resource for political advertising questions, which can be 
found here https://www.doj.nh.gov/election-law/faq.htm#advertising. 
 
 All signage for political candidates must comply with State law (RSA 664:17 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXIII/664/664-17.htm), attached.   
 Political advertising is also regulated through the Stratham Zoning Ordinance (see 

Section 7.6 and 7.6).   
 NHDOT has also issued guidance to political candidates regarding signage on and near 

State-highways (see annual guidance from July 2020, attached and located at 
https://www.nh.gov/dot/media/nr2020/20200722-political-signs.htm). 

 
Summary of key provisions from the law and ordinances above and Select Board policy: 
 

• Signage placed in rights-of-way along State-owned roadways, is permitted so long as - in 
accordance with RSA 664:17 - the property owner over which the right-of-way passes 
has given permission.  Please refer to State of NH DOT policy related to signage for 
political advertising (attached - https://www.nh.gov/dot/media/nr2020/20200722-
political-signs.htm).  State-owned roadways in Stratham include the following: NH Route 
33 (Portsmouth Avenue) from Greenland to the Stratham Traffic Circle; NH Route 108 
(College Road) from Newfields to Exeter); Bunker Hill Avenue; Winnicutt Road; and 
Squamscott Road. 

 
• In Stratham, the Town - in its capacity as a property owner along various state highways 

- will not grant permission to candidates or residents to place political signage in the 
rights-of-way over Town-owned property.   

 
• The Town will not grant permission to place signs for political candidates on Town-

owned property. 
 

• Political signage placed in rights-of-way along town-owned roadways, will be permitted 
so long as, in accordance with RSA 664:17, the property owner over which the right of 
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http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/LXIII/664/664-17.htm
https://www.nh.gov/dot/media/nr2020/20200722-political-signs.htm
https://www.nh.gov/dot/media/nr2020/20200722-political-signs.htm
https://www.nh.gov/dot/media/nr2020/20200722-political-signs.htm


way passes has given permission.  No permission will be granted for rights-of-way in 
front of Town-owned property along state or Town-owned roads. 
 

• The Town of Stratham Code Enforcement Officer (CEO) will remove signage on utility 
poles and other structures on public property and public rights of way.  CEO will remove 
signage on Town-owned property and within rights-of-way in front of Town-owned 
property (state or town-owned roads).  To contact the Code Enforcement Officer, please 
contact the Town’s Building Department at 772-4741 ext. 180. 
 

• All signage shall be erected in a manner which does not disrupt the safe flow of traffic; 
non-compliant signage subject to removal at the direction of the Code Enforcement 
Officer. 

 
• No signs shall be permitted on utility poles, or other structures on public property and 

are subject to removal by the Code Enforcement Officer. 
 

• If signage is removed by the Town’s Code Enforcement Officer, the signage will be held 
until one week after the election at the Public Works Facility at 70 Bunker Hill 
Avenue.   Please call to arrange pick-up 603 772-5550. 
 

• According to NHDOT, signage removed for safety or interference with maintenance 
operations, will be removed by State maintenance staffs and be located at the location 
DOT patrol headquarters. The District 6 office can be contacted by calling (603) 868-
1133 (https://www.nh.gov/dot/org/operations/highwaymaintenance/districts/6.htm). 

 

https://www.nh.gov/dot/org/operations/highwaymaintenance/districts/6.htm
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Contacts:
Eileen P. Meaney, Chief Communications Officer, NHDOT (603)
271-6495

NHDOT Reminder To Candidates Regarding Placement Of Political Signs 
Highway Safety is Paramount 

Another election year is upon us and the Department of Transportation is once again reminding candidates and their campaign
workers about proper placement of political signs:

The law prohibits placement of political signs on the interstate highways, including the entrance and exit ramps.

The law prohibits placement of political signs on or affixed to utility poles or highway signs, including delineators.

Signs that create a traffic hazard or obstruct the safe flow of traffic will be removed. Signs affixed to bridges create
a traffic hazard and will be removed.

Signs will be removed to perform maintenance. This is prime mowing season, so it is best not to place signs in an
area with long grass that is likely to be mowed in the near future.

Placement of signs on private property requires permission from the landowner.

Signs on private property that obstruct traffic signs or signals, or restrict a motorist's field of view at an intersection,
will be removed as a traffic hazard. (RSA 236:1, 236:73.)

Candidates are required to remove all political signs by the second Friday following the election, unless the
election is a primary and the advertising concerns a winning candidate. (RSA 664:17.)

In an effort to best use the Department's resources, NHDOT Commissioner Victoria F. Sheehan has written to the political party
chairs and political candidate regarding placement of political signs. In the event the Department needs to remove political signs
for safety or maintenance, the signs will be held at the local patrol headquarters until one week after the election and then
discarded. (RSA 664:17.)
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